





Jan. 9, 


to Which he 
t Sentlemay 
tion of this 
~Ople. They 
Presentatiy, 
re, and wh» 
® Committe. 
ne omm % 
Willing a nd 
lttee. | do 
Tr as thar it 
rritories, It 
2€Ople of the 
the laws of 
2 these Ques. 
MmMittee o 
ely because 
VHISEL | 
X10US thes 
ittee, and to 
ope it wil] 
I will noy 


IS Q 


a word. 
| Was with. 


the matter 
If it Judges 
iciary Com. 
ittee took a 
is not here 
he duties of 
any reason 
as likely to 
ever saw or 
this Hoy se, 
tee has any 
€ upon the 
ee why that 
abt whether 
ferred at the 
may have 
iciary Com: 
f the House 
ew now the 
se I regard 


wal 


} reading of 


follows: 

he Territories 
criminal pr 
report to the 
be necessary 
pnts and non 


all for the 
he question 
one or the 
ous import- 
f that rule 
House that 
‘o the Con- 
f courtesy, 
Yat commit- 
ittee on the 
nates under 
it is the pe- 
ories to see 
their hands 
fairly, and 
A questions 
is not to be 
involved in 
ittee of the 
except the 
Louse think 
committee, 
lelity ; but, 
as consid- 
vestigation 
id the reso- 
is is a re 
as well as 
Commit- 
n the Ju- 
ey cannot 
f courtesy 
r the rea- 
would act 
‘committee 
inated. 
© my mo- 
Judiciary. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


PUBLISHED AT WASHINGTON, BY JOHN C. RIVES—TERMS 





’ 39) CONGRESS, Ist Session. ® 


Mr. McLANAHAN, I call for the previous 
quesuion. ; 

* Mr. BERNHISEL. I renew my motion to have 
the document read and printed. 

The SPEAKER. During the pendency of the 
call for the previous question, the gentleman can- 
ot submit the motion to have the document read. 

Mr. HOUSTON. It has never been read. If 
the House will agree to pass thts subject over until 
morning, the communication wll. appear in the 
morning papers, and then we can all tell whether 
this matter ought to go to one committee or the 
other, and it will supersede the necessity of rea 
ding an immense amount of matter. - 

Cries of ** Question!’’ ** Question !’’] 

Mr. CLINGMAN demanded the previous ques- 
ion. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman has a right 
to ask that a document shall be read at any time. 
] think the rule so ‘oe that the question shall 
be put to the House to the reading, and when 
a paper is before the House that has not been 
read, f understand that the rules authorize any 
member to have it read at once. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Is this in order upon the 
call for the previous question? 

The SPEAKER. It is true, under the rules 


n 


if 
} 


pliance with the act of 26th August, 1842, a state- | 
ment showing the clerks employed in that Depart- | 
ment during the year 1851; which, on motion of | 
Mr. Sranton, of Tennessee, was referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 


TUESDAY, JANUARY 13, 1852. 


LAWS OF NEW MEXICO. | 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House 


copies of the acts, resolutions, ow memorials of 
the Legislativ e Assembly of the ' 


1 erritory of New 
Mé@#ico, beginning in June, 1851; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on ‘Territories, and or- 


dered to be printed. 


The SPEAKER begs leave to present the laws 
of the Territorial Council of Mimesota. I ask 
leave to remind the House, that there was a letter 
presented in connection with this subject, and laid 
upon the table. 

Mr. SIBLEY moved that the copy of the com- 


| munication, with a copy of the acts, be referred to 


any‘gentleman of the committee, or any other | 
member, has a right to have all papers accom- | 


panying the President’s message read as a matter 
of course, which must be done independent of the 
call for the previous question. 


rule. 
Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, moved that the 
House adjourn; which was not agreed to. 
The 57th rule was then read. 
Mr. HENN. 
tion now before the House is debatable? 
The SPEAKER. It is not. 


The previous question was seconded, and the 


Mr. HALL asked for the reading of the 57th 


I wish to ask whether the mo- | 


main question ordered, which was upon referring | 
the communication to the Committee on Territo- | 


ries, and ordering it to be printed. 

The question was then taken, and it was agreed 
to. 

Mr. BERNHISEL. I beg leave to offer the 


follawing resolution, and send it to the Clerk to | 


be read. 
[Cries of ** I object!’’ “I object !’’] 
The SPEAKER. The resolution may be read 
for information. 
The resolution was then read, as follows: 
Resolved, That the committee to whom has been re- 


the Committee on the ‘Territories; and it was so 
ordered. 

Mr. HENN asked leave to withdraw certain 
papers; which was objected to. 

Mr. STUART. 
sent from New Mexico are now printed? 

The SPEAKER. According to my best recol- 
lection, the laws of New Mexico were ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I will move to 
reconsider the vote taken a few minutes since;and 
I desire to say a word-upon it. 1 would be glad 
that any one would show me whenthe ‘Territories 
send copies of their laws here, why we should 
order them to be printed. I would be glad to 
have any one give me a good reason why we 
should print a mass of legislative matter, with a 
great deal of which we have nothing to do, and 
which is entirely and wholly an unnecessary 
expense. If the Committee on Territories shall 
think that they want any portion of these laws 
printed for the purpose of action by this Congress, 


| then they can apply to this House and have them 


printed. But to print the entire body of these 
laws, seems to me too absurd an idea to consider. 
Mr. SIBLEY. 1 wish merely to state to my 


| friend from Arkansas, [Mr. Jounson,] that by the 


order of the House all these communications come 


|} to the Committee on Territories, and it is-from 


ferred the report of the three returned officers of the United |! 


States for the Territory of Utah, addressed to the President 
of the United States and communicated to this House, have 
power to send for. persons and papers, and to send a Com- 


missioner (to be designated by the Speaker of this House) | 


to Utah, duly ingructed and commissioned to take deposi- 


tions in writing touching the matters contained in said | 


report as are of public concern, and to return and report the 
same to said committee ; and that the Delegate in Congress 
from that Territory have authority from this House to retain 


counsel to conduct the proceedings in this ease before said 
committee. 


Mr HALL, objected, and the resolution was not 
received. 


Mr. KURTZ had leave to withdraw from the | 


files of the House the petition and papers of 
Henry Miller, praying for a pension; and.on his 


motion, the same were referred to the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the War Bepartment, transmit- 
ing, in compliance with the acts of April 21, 1808, 
and March 2, 1809, statements of what contracts 
have been made under the authority of this De- 
partment during the year 1851. 


Iso, a communication from said Department, | 
under the act of 1809, transmitting a statement of | 


the expenditures from the appropriation for the 
contingent expenses for the military establish- 
ment; which communications were severally re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
Also, laid before the House a communication 
from the Navy Department, transmitting, in com- 


16 


them that any action of the House emanates. 
There is no necessity for printing an additional 


number of laws that maycome here. ‘Those from | 


Minnesota are already printed; and those from 
New Mexico are in manuscript. 

The SPEAKER. ‘There is no order to print 
the laws from Minnesota. There is one to print 
those of New Mexico. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I understand that there is a 
separate order to print the laws of New Mexico. 
I move to reconsider the vote, so that the printing 
shall not bewrdered. The code as it now stands, 
with slight change, was printed years ago. Now, 


| under the organization of these Territories, Con- 


| choose to exercise it. 


gress has jurisdiction of all the laws which have 
passed there. We have the veto power if we 
There is not one act out of 
a hundred which Congress would be disposed to 
take hold of or consider at all. 


| acts to be printed? The committee can tell, in 


nine cases out of ten, by reading the title of an act 
through, whether it is necessary to look into it 
at all. 

Mr. STUART. 


to the gentleman. If he will let the question to 


reconsider stand over until the ee of the | 
| Territories can have a moment to loo 


will be no difficulty about it. 


Mr. KING, of New York. When was this | 


motion made to print? 

The SPEAKER. Only about ten minutes ago. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. 
little more to say upon this matter. The very gen- 
tleman who made the motion says upon reflection 
he wall consent to a reconsideration. 

Mr. BAY.LY, of Virginia, (intérrupting.) I 
will not consent. Will the gentleman give way 
for explanation? 


tleman wants, 
that he is an economist of the first water 
the gentleman exceedingly for 
and k 


printed relate to the local legis! 
ritory, and every trifling and insignificant act. 
The printing of them will be wholly and entirely 
an expense without a consideration. 
of every character, class, and variety—everythi 


some relation to the fugitive slave 


I wish to inquire if the acts 
for our « 
their titles to this 
shall be printed, accompanied with 


tions or ret 


rentieman 


Ww ill assign the floot to the re 
am through, and it 


supports a motion to print the law 


at least have not seen fit to 


Under these cir- | 
cumstances, why shall we order the whole of these 


1 wish to make a suggestion | 


at it, there | 


I have but very | 


#3 FOR THIS SESSION. 
New Serres....No. 16. 


Mr. JOHNSON. Certainly, for purposes of 


explanati mn. 


Mr. BAYLY. I do not want to explain. l 
wish to reply to the gentleman. 
Mr. JOHNSON. I well know what the gen- 


I know him full well, and { knew 
x 

I like 

excellent 


indly deportment in this House, and I would 


his mo 


be glad to vote with him, if he can show me what 
there is in these laws which require that we should 
print them, and which the committee ex 
in manuscript, 


not read 
The laws now proposed to be 


tt t i @) 


' , 
Suede) ¢ 


The acts are 


= 
from a premium for a wolf-sealp out. Why does 
that gentleman wish to get at these laws It has 


law e l take it 


Why, such an object can be atta ned by the Com 
mittee on Territories 


mH iking ordinary e@eXamina 


tions of these laws mm manuscript, and if proper 


onsideration they can present by 


they 


them 
House with a request that 
such resolu 


ommendations of action as theyemay 


think proper. 


Mr. BAYLY, 
rive way for a moment 


Mr. JOHNSON. I have ne 


uwain interrupting.) Will the 


doubt t! e Spe iker 
HLieMman aS SOON AS I 
will give me great pleasure if 
he will do SO. 


l would be glad to know why the gentleman 


| that have been 
enacted by these Territorial Le or slatures which 
they have not seen fit to print for themselves, or 
send here in the printed 
form? Iam certain that in times past, when these 
the Committee on Ter- 
issued—at least 

i ; 


or considera 


laws have been referred to 
ritories, there has never been 
where there has been any debate 
upon the subject—an order of this Hot 
the entire laws of the Territories. These 
are too local and ineonsiderable in their character 
for it to be necessary for us to print them. For 
one I am opposed to it, and I hope the House will 
reconsider and vote down the motion. 

Mr. BAYLY. |! 


but the gentleman from Arkansas |Mr. Jounson] 


ton 
se to print 
’ 

imws 


eare little about this mratter, 


has asked me what particular laws of these ‘Terri 
tories I want printed. I do not know on word 
about any one law that either of these Territories 
have passed, and for the very reason that I know 


nothing about it, I want these laws printed that I 
may see what they are. 

Mr. HALL. I understand that nearly all of 
these laws have been printed by this House, and 
are now bound up in one of our Executive docu- 
ments of four or five years ago. The Legislature 
have reénacted the Kearny code 

Mr. BA what . There is 
that 1 have never been the advocate of, thou 
friend from Arkansas has seen fit to pronoun® a 
eulogy upon me as an economist, In which, of 
course, he referred to mein my public capacity, 
and not in my private capacity. Well, in one 
sense I am an economist. But I am not for that 
sort of economy by which we may save a 
hundred dollars and kee p ourselves in darkness tn 
reference to matters of important public concer 

Now, the Congress of the United States has a 
ready reserved to itself a veto over the legislation 
of the Territory. To enable us to act understand- 
ingly in this capacity which we have reserved to 
ourselves, it is proper that these laws should be 
printed, so that we can know what they are. 

It is for the very ‘reason thatI do not know 
what a solitary one of these laws is, that I desire 
to have them printed. ‘The expense of printing is 
a small matter. 

The gentletzan from Arkansas says that they 
have sent these laws here in manuscript—that they 
have not printed them themselves. Well, that 
supplies a very good reason why we should do it. 


a species of economy 
I 


rh mv 
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Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I believe I did 
not say that, You misunderstood me. 

Mr.*BAYLY. Then what was it that you 
said ? 

Mr. JOHNSON. I did not say that they had 
not printed them at all. 
printed them, they had chosen to send us the 
manuscript only. Ss 

Mr. BAYLY. That does not alter the case at 
all. The only copy of these laws which we have 
is in manuscript. Now every member of the 
House has a right to see those laws, because every 
member has a right to move to disapprove of 
them, and there is but one copy of them in the 
city. Can there be a better reason assigned for 
winting them? Suppose the copy of those laws 
is referred to the Committee on Territories; there 
are nine members of the committee, and each one 
of them is to read these laws in the manuscript. 
Winry, it would take nearly the whole session for 
the members of the committee, with their other 
engagements, to read them—to say nothing about 
the menibers of this House. I want to see these 
Jawa, and they ought to be printed. 

The gentleman from Missouri [Mr. Hatt] tells 
me that these laws are nothing but a transcript of 
the Kearny code. I do not know anything 
abont that. 

Mr. FOWLER. 
suppose? 

Mr. BAYLY. Yes, I want to see that code, 
as the gentleman from Massachusetts sugcests; 
and I undertake to say here, in respect to the 
legislation of this Territory of Utah, that if the 
American Congress does not keep its eyes open, 
and does not look to what they are doing there, 
we shall one of these days have an extent of trou- 
ble with that people that nobody here now dreams 
of. Let any one read the history of that people. 

Mr. MEADE. Will my colleague allow me 
to say one single word, as an additional reason 
for the printing of these laws? 

Mr. BAYLY. Certainly. 
my colleague. 

Mr. MEADE. I will inform my colleague 
and the House, that I understand that code to 
have been written by a private soldier in the Army 
of the United States. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. 
then? 


Mr. 


You want to see that code, I 


I yield the floor to 


Well, what 
MEADE. 


I want the code printed, be- 


cause I understand that it reflects great credit | 


upon the private soldier who drew it up. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. It has been print- 
ed, and is now amongst the public documents. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, I should be 
glad to ask the gentleman from Virginia, whether 
that soldier had anything more to do with the code 
than the copying of it? Whether he really drew 
it up, and whether he enacted it? Beaause if he 
did, it would certainly add much to the credit he 
may deserve. ’ 

Mr. MEADE. I will explain to the gentleman 
from Arkansas, that I understand the code was 
made at the time that the Territory was without 
laws, and in the occupancy of General Kearny. 
One of his privates was called upon by him to 
write a code of laws, and he not only wrote it, but 


drew it up. And that private is now a member 
of this House. 
Mr. JOHNSON. Will the gentleman from 


Virginia [Mr. Bayty] yield me the floor for a 
Moment? 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee. 
move an adjournment. 

Mr. BAYLY. Oh no, let me finish what I 
have got to say. 

Mr. JOHNSON. 
the floor? 

Mr. BAYLY. Reluctantly, I do. 

Mr. JOHNSON. It has been ascertained that 
these laws were copied-——and I say it with no dis- 
respect to those who copied them—from an odd 
volume of the old laws of the Territory or State 
of Missouri. Now we are asked to reprint, for 
the benefit and use of this House, all those old 
things that are to be found in print everywhere! 

Mr. BAYLY. The opposition to the printing 


Permit me to 


Does the gentleman yield 


of these laws only creates an additional necessity | 


for doing it, because gentlemen—and certainly 
gentlemen such as my friend from Arkansas— 
never make useless opposition to anything. I 
want te see these laws, and it is proper that they 
should be printed. But, to resume what I was 


» 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


I said that if they had | 


| now. 
. - . . | 
mistake to undertake to save money by refusing 


| sideration? 
| categorical answer. 


| House adjourn pending this motion, the pooner 
| will still be printed. 


saying with respect to this Territory of Utah. 


spect to the movements of that people, we are 
going to have an.amount of trouble with them that 
nobody now conceives of. 

Mr. HALL. You are not in order in referr- 
ing to that subject now. 

Mr. BAYLY. If gentlemen will not interrupt 
me, I shall soon finish what I have to say. It is 
very rarely that I have ever been found out of 
order in this House, since I have been here. 

I will not, however, pursue the remarks which 
I intended to make in reference to the Utah Ter- 


| ritory, because I find the hour is so late that gen- 
| tlemen are indisposed to hear debate of any kind. 


{Loud cries ®f ** Go on spl 
Mr. BAYLY. [donot wish to pursue thatggpic 


But I say, it is false economy, it is a grand 


to print matter in which this House ought to feel 


| an interest, and, if it does not, in which the coun- 
| try feels a deep interest. 
I want to see the laws that have been passed in 


I want to understand | 
Mexican war. 


New Mexico and Utah. 


what is going on in those Territories. There has 


| enough transpired already, in one of them, to 


awaken the vigilance of the American people. As 
I have already said, the House has a veto upon 
their legislation; and to enable us to act under- 
standingly, we ought to have their laws before us. 
I care not whether they are written by a private 
in the Army, or by a general, or by anybody else. 
I want to see them, and I want to see them all the 
more, if they were written by a military man, for 


| | have no confidence in military legislation—none 


whatever. 

Mr. STUART. If the gentleman will allow 
me, I will occupy the floor but a moment. 

Mr. JOHNSON. If the gentleman from Mich- 


|igan [Mr. Srvarr] will allow me, I desire to 


say in reply to the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. 
Bayty,] that 1 now hold in my hand the docu- 
ment which is proposed to be printed. 


from the laws of Missouri, and those half dozen 
pages contain little else but blank paper. So this 


very slight portion of it is all that remains un- | 


printed, Yet the whole document is to be re- 
printed, and for what purpose? Now, | ask my 
friend from Virginia—for I will use that word, so 
often very improperly used in this House—if he 


| ever in his life read a copy of the laws of any one 


Territory when they were printed? If these laws 


| were printed, I do not believe they will be read 
| by a single member. 
| ries, whose business it is to examine into these 
| matters, will of course do it. 


The Committee on Territo- 


Now, I desire to 
ask the gentleman from Virginia if he ever in his 
life read one single copy of the laws of any Terri- 
tory, when presented in this manner for our con- 


Mr. BAYLY. I will answer the gentleman. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Yes or no? 7 

Mr. BAYLY. I do not choose that the gentle- 
man shall dictate to me my answer; | prefer to 
give it in my own way. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I will not insist upon the 


| gentleman’s answering it categorically. 

1 think I can dispose of this || 
ee gentlemen will allow me, so that nei- 
t 


Mr. STUART. 


ver of them will have any right to complain. 


Mr. JOHNSON. Weil; I will not keep my | 
friend from Michigan [Mr. Srvart] standing 


> 


much longer. I will allow him to 
have his way. 


Mr. BAYLY. 


[Laughter. ] 


| for one moment? 


-Mr. STUART. Will the gentleman allow me 


| first to make my suggestion? 


Mr BAYLY. 
Mr. STUART. 


Certainly. 
I would suggest that if this 


I understand the Speaker 
may control this matter to some extent, and he 
may order it to be printed or not. I assure the 
House that the Committee on the Territorjes will 
not proceed rashly in this matter, the chairman 


'| being absent. I hope the House will now adjourn. 


Mr. BAYLY. 





: || House adjourn with this motion t 
Unless this Congress keeps its eyes open with re- | 


she shall feel himself called upon to 


| Chair, I move that the House do now 


' Louisville, Kentucky. 


“The gen- | 
| tleman from Missouri, [Mr. Hauy,} who was in 
his seat a minute ago, told me that, with the ex- | 
ception of some half a dozen pages, the whole of 
this voluminous document is now in print, and || 
| that, as the Kearny code, it was nearly all copied | 


I hope the gentleman will give mea | 


Will the gentleman allow me | 


| measures for the amicab ; 
| national controversies; which was referred to the 
| Committee on Foreign Relations. 
















































J an. 10), 
che ; ; ; : 0 reconsider 
€ motion to print still pending, no printing 
be done until that motion is disposed of. “— 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will remark that 


eee eal re bir chin som ede LI 
pension of prinung until this motion is disposeg 


| of. 


Mr. STUART. Under the assura 


hee of the 
‘ adjourn, 
The motion was agreed to; and ’ 7 


The House adjourned till Monday next, 


PETITIONS, &e. 


The following petitions, memorials, &c., were present 

~ 4 f 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate com tt i 
ALLRR : 


By Mr. MILLER, for Mr. Darsy: A petition of theo) 
and Mississippi Railroad Company, asking for right of 
and grant of lands.* r ay 

Also, the petition of John C. Kuhn, for compensation ¢ 
services in the Mexican war. ator 

Also, the petition of George K. McGunnegle, 
partner of Hill & MeGunnegle, for compens 
sistence furnished in the Black Hawk war. 

Also, the petition of Gustavus Peterson, for Pension fo 
services in the Black Hawk war. . 

Also, the petition for compensation for service 


SUrViving 
ation for syb. 


S in the 


Also, the petition of Robert Forsyth, asking a confirmation 


| of title to a tract of land in St. Louis county, Missouri 


Also, the petition of James, 
ation of a Spanish grant of 
ative of John Pierre Cabaum. 

Also, the memorial of the St. Louis Chamber of ¢ 
merce, for the improvement of the Ohio river oppe 


& Kingsberry, for comfirm. 
to him as legal represent. 


om- 


site 


Also, the petition of Hall Hutson, praying for a pension 

sy Mr. CHANDLER: The memorial of many merchants 
and other citizens of Philadelphia, asking that one or mopp 
vessels be detailed by the Government for a reconnoissance 
of such ports of the China seas, the Straits of Gaspar, anj 
the Java sea, as lie directly in the various tracks of vessels 
proceeding to and from China. 

Also, the memorial of J. R. Wurchever, D. Lewis, and 
numerous other citizens of Philadelphia connected with 
commerce, asking Congress to make appropriation for eoy- 
structing piers and harbors in the river Delaware. 

Also, the memorial of numerous citizens of Philadelphia, 
asking for a repayment of duties ‘paid by petitioners upoy 
imported merchandise destroyed by a-great fire in New 
York. 

Mr. CHANDLER asked permission to withdraw from 
the files of the House the memorial and accompanying pa- 
pers of Amelia and Louisa Dumas, to be referred to the 
proper committee. 

By Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee: The following peti- 
tions and memorials: Of Nathan IH. Wells, application for 
arrearages of pension; of Lewis Roberts; additional proof 
of Charles and Valentine Sevier, applicants for a pension; 
and the application of Brooksy Bell, for arrearages of pen- 
sion. A 

Also, the petitions and memorials of the following persons, 
which have been heretofore referred to the appropriate com- 
mittees: William K. Blair, John Conklin, Henry Click ,Cha’s 


|| C. Cargill, Washington Denham, John English, Lawson 


Goodwin, Valentine Sevier, Cornelins Hughes, Elizabeth 
Huntsman, John Kerbaugh, widow of Edward Moodr, Jon- 
athan Naif, James M. Rhea, Lewis Roberts, David Troxall, 
Robert Trevitt, Virginia and Tennessee Railroad, James 
Wright, Jr., N. H. Wells, Nathaniel H. Wills, Howson 
Kenner, William Mann, John Naff and W. W. Rockhold, 


Thomas Whinney. 


By Mr. FITCH: The petition of Hartley T. Howard and 
556 ether citizens of Indiana and Illinois, asking a donation 
of public land to aid in the construction of a railroad from 


| Lafayette, Indiana, to intersect the Illinois Central Rail- 


road. 

By Mr. FOWLER: The petition of Benjamin F. Wins- 
low and six other citizens of Fall River, Massachusetts, 
praying that a law may be passed prohibiting the importa- 
tion of intoxicating liquors from foreign @untries. 

By Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York: The petition and 
papers of R. M. Bouton. . ee 

By Mr. BRAGG : The memorial of citizens of South Al- 
abama, praying for a resurvey of the public lands in the dis- 
trict of St. Stephen’s, Alabama. or 

By Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi : The memorial of Wil- 
liam F. Walker, of Mississippi, praying to be released from 
a judgment in favor of the United States. ; 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Virginia, asked and obtained leave 
to withdraw the papers in the case of Drusilla Bukey, avd 
that the same should be referred to the Committee on Rev- 
olutionary Claims. 








IN SENATE. 
‘Sarurpay, January 10, 1852. 
Prayer by the Rev. L. F. Moreay. 


PETITIONS. ; 

Mr. HALE presented, the petition of citizens of 
Alton, New Hampshire, praying the adoption o! 
Te adjustment of inter- 


Mr. BUTLER presented the memorial of the 
Chairman of the Board of Port Wardens of the 


'| port of Charleston; the memorial of the President 
_ and Secretary of the Charl 
| and t 
I undertake to say that, if the || the Charleston Chamber of Commerce, pra 


eston Marine Society: 


he memorial of the President and Secretary of 
ying that 
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from the fund which has accumulated in the Treas- 
ury from hospital and prize money and unclaimed 
balances due to deceased seamen, provision may be 


made in foreign ports for the comfort and accom- 
modation of sick seamen; which was referred to 


the Committee on Commerce. — 

Mr. FISH presented a petition of the petty of- 
ficers, seamen, and marines, on board the United 
States ship North Carolina, praying the repeal of 
the act of last session of Congress requiring them 
to receive their ration in kind; which was referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. : 

Mr. JONES, of lowa, presented the memorial 
of a convention of citizens of Iowa, held at Orka- 
loosa, praying a grant of land to that State for the 
construction of a railroad from Davenport to Coun- 
»i| Bluffs; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. . ¢ 

Mr. BORLAND presented the memorial of the 
Arkansas Central Railroad Company, praying a 
donation of land for the construction of a railroad 
from the Mississippi, opposite Memphis, to the 
boundary of ‘Texas; which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. GWIN presented the petition of James W. 
Low, praying compensation for the capture of the 
British private armed schooner ‘* Ann”? during the 
last war with Great Britain; which was referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. CASS presented the memorial of the heirs 
of Sylvester Day, late an assistant surgeon in the 
Army, praying the reimbursement of the money 
paid by the demand fora substitute during the 
time he was prevented by sickness from dis- 
charging his duties as surgeon at the United States 
arsenal, at Alleghany, Pennsylvania; which was 
referred to the Committee of Claims. : 

Also, a memorial of a Committee of Inventors 
and Patentees, praying certain amendments to the 

atent laws; which was referred to the Committee 
on Patents and the Patent Office. 

Mr. SPRUANCE presented a petition of citi- 
zens of Pennsylvania, praying an appropriation 
for the construction of piers and harbors in the 
Delaware river and bay; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 

On motion by Mr. MASON, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of Nathaniel King Kendall, on 
the files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

On motion by Mr. SMITH, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of Francis P. Gardiner, on 
the files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

On motion by Mr. MORTON, it was 

Ordered, That the memerial of John Tucker, on the files 
of the Senate, be referred to the Committee of Claims. 


On motion by Mr. MORTON, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Gad Humphreys, on the 
files ofthe Senate, be refarred to the Committee of Claims. 


On motion by Mr. MORTON, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of John Underwood, on the 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Private 
Land Claims. 


On motion@y Mr. HALE, it was 

Ordered, That the report of the Secretary of the Navy, 
communicating the proceedings of the Court of Inquiry in 
the case of William K. Latimer, a captain in the Navy, be 
reierred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. DAVIS, from the Committee on Commerce, 
to whom was referred the bill for the relief of 
Enoch Baldwin and others, reported back the 
same withoutamendment, accompanied by areport, 
which was ordered to be printed. 


CONSTRUCTION OF THE CAPITOL. 


The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution 
submitted by Mr. Cass, the 29th December, in 
relation to the construction of the Capitol, and the 
restoration of the Library. 

On metion by Mr. CASS, it was 

Ordered, That it lie on the table.’ 


RAILROAD COMPANSES. 


a 


* FELCH submitted the following resolu- 
tidt; 


which was considered by unanimous consent, 
and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of providing by law 
for granting a right of way through the public lands to all 
railroad companies authorized by the laws of the respect 
ive States to construct said roads, when the same pass 


through such lands. 


MARINE CORPS. 


The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution 
submitted by Mr. Ciemens, on the 6th instant; 
which was read, as follows, and agreed to: 

Resolwed, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in 
structed to inquire into the expediency of adopting a sepa 
rate code of regulations for the government of the Marine 
Cotps of the United States. 

Be it further resolved, That said committee be also in 
structed to inquire into the expediency of authorizing the 


|.President of the United States to appoint, annually, two 
| cadets to the Military Academy at West Point, to be edu 


cated with a view to appointment in the Marine Corps. 
STATE OF THE SURVEYS. 
The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 


|of the following resolution, submitted by Mr. 


Suieps yesterday: 


Resvlved, That the Secretary of the Senate be directed 


to employ a drattsman to mark and lay down on the maps 


'| Public Lands to report to the Senate. 


Mr. BRODHEAD, agreeably to previous no- 


tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill || 


for the paymenf of outstanding loan office and 
final settlement certificates issued for money loaned, 


or for services, or for supplies during the revolu- | 


tionary war; which was read a first and second 
time by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
inance, 

Mr. GEYER, agreeably to previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill decla-- 
ing the assent of Congress to the State of Mis- 
sourl to impose taxes on [ands hereafter sold by 


the United States in said State, from and after the | 
day of sale; which was read a first and second | 
time by its title, and referred to the Committee on | 


Public Lands. 

Mr.SEBASTIAN, agreeably to previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill grant- 
ing the right of way and making a grant of land 
to the State of Arkansas, in aid of the construc- 
tton of certain railroads in said State; which was 


now in the room of the Committee on Public Lands the 
| state of the surveys, and also show what has been disposed 
| of by sale or otherwise. The rate of compensation for the 
service shall be the same as that of a clerk not exceeding 
$1,800 per annum. 

Mr. SHIELDS. Lest there should be some 
misunderstanding with regard to this resolution, 
I will state what is its object. It is a resolution 
which I was instructed by the Committee on 
Draftsmen 

have been employed by the House of Represent- 
atives for several years, who have prepared maps 
showing the state of the public lands in the differ- 
| ent States of the Union. That labor has been 
performed at a very great expense, and has been 
exceedingly difficult and troublesome. Those who 
have performed the work have gone to the General 


| Land Office and examined the plats and the sur- | 


veys, and have brought these maps up nearly to 
the present time. In ourcommittee room we have 
the maps ready for the work, and the work is 
nearly performed under the operation of some 
former resolution. ‘The object of this resolution, 
then, is not to go into anything like the expense 
which has been incurred in the House of Repre- 
sentatives. I should object to that. But the la- 
bor has been done in the House, and is on the 
maps of the House, and all we want is to trans- 
fer that work to the maps which are now in our 
room. I understand the work can be done with- 
out much loss of time, and at a very trifling ex- 
yvense. It can be done, perhaps, in three months. 
he expense, as will be seen by a reference to the 
resolution, is not to exceed the hire of a clerk for 
the time he is employed; and we shall secure 
thereby the benefit of all the information which 
has been collected in the House of Represent- 
atives for several years. The expense has been 
incurred and the labor performed for the House, 
|| and the question is, whether we will take advan- 
'| tage of it. ' 
The resolution was adopted. 


BILLS FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
| by Mr. Forney, their Clerk, was received, as fol- 
i lows: 
i] 


Mr. Presipenr: The House of Representatives have 
passed the following bilis, in which they request the con- 
| currence of the Senate: 


An act for the relief of the Virginia Woolen 


read a first and second time by its title, and re- || Company; 


ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


| An act for the relief of Edward Everett; 
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An act for the relief of David C. Cash and Giles 
U. Ellis; 

An act for the relief of John W. Robinson; 

An act for the relief of Gardner Herring; 

An act for the relief of Albra Tripp; 

An act for the relief of Silas Champion, of the 
State of New York: 

An act for the relief of Philip Miller; 

An act for the relief of Joseph Johnston; 

An act for the relief of Robert Milligan; 

An act for the relief of Sylvanus Blodget; 

An act for the relief of Amos Knapp; and 

An act for the pay ment of arrears of pension to 
the cuardian of Artemas Conant. 


MAILS IN CALIFORNIA. 


The joint resolution to authorize the Postmaster? 
General to legalize certain contracts for the trans- 
portation of the mail in California and Oregon, 
was read a third time and passed. 

ENGROSSED BILLS PASSED. 

The following engrossed bills were read a third 
time, and passed: 

An act for the relief of Mrs. A. M. Dade, 
widow of the late Major F. L. Dade, United States 
Army;, 

{An act for the relief of Richard Chaney and 


i others; 


An act for the relief of William P. Greene: 

An act granting relief to John A. McGaw, of 
New York; 

An act for the relief of the pe rsonal representa- 
tives of William A. Slacum, deceased; 

An act for the relief of Mrs. Margaret Hetzel, 
widow and administratrix of A. R. Hetzel, late 
assistant quartermaster in the Army of the United 
States; 

An act for the relief of Adjutant General Roger 
Jones; > 

An act for the relief of the representatives of 
Joseph Watson, deceased; 

An act for the relief of Rufus Dwinell: 

An act for the relief of Allen G. Johnson: and 

An act to extend a patent heretofore granted to 
John Schley, of the State of Georgia. 

NAVY-YARD AT SAN FRANCISCO, 

Mr. GWIN. I should be gratified if the Sen- 
ate would now proceed to the consideration of 
Senate bill No. 15, which is a bill to establish a 
navy-yard and depot on the bay of San Francisco, 


in Califorma. ‘This is a bill on which it appears 


' 


| necessary that there should We immediate action. 


The bill requires the President of the United 
States to cuuse an examination and survey to be 
made of the bay of San Francisco, by a board of 
experienced officers, with a view of selecting such 
a site for a navy-yard and depot, on that bay, as 
will be most suitable for such an establishment. 
Now, if that board 1s not appointed immediately, 
it will be impossible for them to make a survey 
and report upon it before the next session of Con- 
gress, and, of course, impossible to take any ac- 
tive measures before that time for the construction 
of anavy-yard. It has been found that in the 


| site formerly designed for a navy-yard, there is 


not sufficient water, and that some other location 
will have to be chosen. 

There is another reason why this bill should be 
passed as early as possible. At the last session 
of Congress an act was passed authorizing the 
building of a sectional floating dry-dock, andghe 
same objection exists in regard to the location of 
this dock, as in the location of the navy-yard, 
namely a want of sufficient water. There was a 
site selected for this dock, and an experiment made 
by which it was ascertained that the location was 
unsuitable. The dock is now built, and in a few 
daysit will be ready to be shipped. But unless 
| another location be selected, it will be.of little or no 
use. ‘There will be no expense incurred in conse- 
| quence of the passage of this bill except from the 
| appointment of these commissioners, and the selec- 
| tion of a site for this dack and navy-yard. This 
| bill was reported unanimously by the Committee 
| on Naval Affairs, and I hope that there will be no 
| objection to taking it up. 

The PRESIDENT. The motion is to postpone 
| all the previous orders in order to take up this bill. 
The question being taken, the consideration of 

the previous orderwas postponed, and the motion 

to take up the bill was agreed to. e 
|| The bill was then read and considered by the 
|| Senate as in Committee of the Whole. 
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The original bill consists of two sections, re- 
ported by the Committee on Naval Affairs, with 
two additional sections as amendments. The first 
section authorizes the President of the United 
States to cause an eXamination and survey of the 
bay of San ¥rancisco to be made by a board 
of commissioners, to be appointed by him for 
that purpose, with the view of selecting a location 
for a navy-yard and dry-dock. The second sec- 
tion provides that when such site shall be so se- 
lected, the President shall appoint and assign such 
officers, and make such arrangements, as may be 
necessary for the establishment of such navy- 
yard, upon the most approved plan, 

The amendment reported by the committee, and 
contained insections thfee and four, provides that 
in the selection of such site, regard shall be had to 
its adaptation for the construction of a basin and 
railway, and the location of the sectional floating 
dry-dock now in course of construction; and that 
the President be authorized to allow additional 
compensation, not exceeding double the amount 
of their present pay, to the officers whom he may 
appoint, and to allow them the actual amount of 
their expenses consequent upon the performance 
of their duty. 

Mr. GWIN. The Senator from Virgmia has 
suggested to me an objection to the bill, which he 
will state to the Senate. In order that I may 
make progress, I am willing that the section to 
which he objects should be stricken out. 

The PRESIDENT. The first question will 
be on the adoption of the amendments. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I would suggest that this 
bill should be laid over until Monday. Itis a 
very important bill. We have erected a nurfber 
of dry docks recently, and [ think this is a matter 
which should be carefully examined. 

Mr. GWIN. 
wish the bill to be fully considered. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Then | move to postpone 
the further consideration of the bill till Monday 
next, : 

Zhe question was taken, and the motion to post- 
pone was agreed to. 

THE COMPROMISE 

The Senate resumed 


NEASURES. 
the consideration of Mr. 


Foote’s resolution as amended on the motion of 


Mr. Bapncer, declaring the series of compromise 
measures of the last session a definitive settlement 


of all questions growing ‘out of the subject of | 


slavery. 
{Mr. Downs spoke at length on the subject; 


and in faver of the compromise measures. For a | 


report of his speech see Appendix.] 

Mr. DAVIS then rose and said: I believe we 
have reached an hour when, perhaps, it would be 
as well to adjourn, and I make that motion. 


Mr. McRAE. I would ask the Senatgy to sus- 


pend his motion for a moment, in order that I may 


ask him a question. . 

Mr. DAVIS. I comply with the Senator’s re- 
quest. 

Mr. McRAE. Does the Senator desire, by 
making the motion to adjourn, to obtain the floor ? 

Mr, DAVIS. I desire to submit a few remarks 
on the resolution. 

Mr. McRAE, TI desired myself, at as early a 
period as I could do so, to give expression to my 
views on the subject which is before the Senate; 
therefore it was that I asked the Senator whether 
hedesired the floor. I yield to him. 

‘he Senate then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Mownpay, January 12, 1852. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. C. M. Burier. 
PETITIONS. 
Mr. SEWARD presented the petition of the 


widow of Orlando Pierce, a private soldier killed in | 


the war with Mexico, praying a pension; which 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


Mr. RUSK presented the memorial of F, Mac- | 


manus, praying the enactment of a law to author- 
ize debenture on goods transperted through Port 
La Baca, San Antonio,and the Rio Grande, to 
Mexico; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Mr. BRADBURY submitted additional docu- 
ments in relation to the claims of the States of 
Maine afid Massachusetts to indemnity for lands 
surrendered to enable the United States to comply 


__ 


1 will not @pject to that, for I | 


with the stipulationsof the 4th article of the treaty 


of Washington of August 9, 1842; which were 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


Mr. DODGE, of lowa, presented the memorial | 
of Benjamin 8. Roberts, an officer of the United | 


States Army, praying indemnity for losses sus- 


tained during the war with Mexico; which was | 


referred to the Committeé on Military Affairs. 


Mr. FISH presented the petition of assistant | 
marshals for taking the Seventh Census in West- | 


chester county, New York, praying additional 
compensation; which was referred to 
mittee of Claims. 

Mr. GWIN presented the memorial of officers 
of the United States Army stationed in Califor- 
nia, praying a continuance of the increased» pay 
granted by an act of Congress; 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. SHIELDS presented the petition of citi- 


zens of Illinois, praying a grant of the right of | 


way through the public lands fora railroad from 
Shawneetown to the Mississippi river, opposite 


St. Louis, Missouri; which was referred to the | 


Committee on Public Lands. 
Mr. ST( ICKTON presented two petitions of 


citizens of Trenton, New Jersey, against the in- | 
troduction 6f corporal punishment in the Navy; | 


which were ordered to lie on the table. 
Mr. DOUGLAS presented the memorial of 


Robert H. Caffee and others, lately attached to | 
the Commission for running and marking the | 


boundary line between the United States @hid 


Mexico, praying to be allowed their pay and trav- | 
eling expenses from the time they ceased to be | 
employed on that service until their return to their | 


homes; which was referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 
Mr. SEWARD presented the petition of Wes- 


ley Smith, alderman, and five hundred residents of | 
the eleventh ward ofthecity of New York, calling | 


the attention of Congress to the question of inter- 
vention of Russia in the struggle of Hungary for 
freedom. It was referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations, and is as follows: 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives | 


of the United States of America: 


We, the undersigned, citizens of the eleventh ward in the | 


city of New York, do respectfully represent, that we do 


consider that the petition of Louis Kossuth, on behalfof the | 


people of Hungary, is in accordance with those principles 
of justice and right which we find implanted in our minds, 
and to whieh all humanity owes allegiance. And as we 


consider that to shrink from the performance of a duty im- | 


posed by those principles, as cowardly in a great nation, 
we ask of your honorable bodies that you, in behaif of the 
United States, of whom we are a part, do proclaim your ac- 
quiescence in the three petitions offered by said Louis 


Kossuth in a speech made at the banquet given by the mu- | 


nicipal authorities of New York, or in so many of those pe- 
tithons ¢ 
cence in. 
LOUISVILLE AND PORTLAND CANAL. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I have a petition, very 
numerously signed by the people of Tennessee, 
and particularly of the city of Nashville. It prays 
Congress to make an appropriation for the pur- 
pose of rendering the navigation of the Louisville 
and Portland canal free. 
tolls received upon that canal from the time of its 
construction. The sum received in 1850 was 
$115,000; and in 1851 the amount, it is believed, 
was. $150,000. 


from $12,750 up to $150,000. 1 have already 
given notice that I intend to bring in a bill upon 
this subject, which I shall offer within afew days. 
I do not know any committee to which it will be 
proper to refer the memorial at present, and there- 
fore [ hope it will be received and laid upon the 
table. 

It was accordingly laid on the table. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I have also received, 
upon the same subject, the proceedings of the 
General Council of the city of Louiatilie, in which 
they represént the necessity of making the naviga- 
tion of that canal free, and of an appropriation for 
its enlargement; and embracing a@ series of resolu- 
tions upon the whole subject; and for the reason 


|| already assigned, I will give it the same destina- 
tion. 


It was accordingly laid on the table. 
PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion by Mr. CLARKE, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Nancy Bowen, on the files 
of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


On motion by Mr. HUNTER, it was 


the Com- | 


which wa a= |} 





1s our Constitution and Jaws permit your acquies- | 


It shows the amount of 


I will not detain the Senate by | 
showing how the amount received has increased | 





E. | J 


1 


an. 12, 


Ordered, That the memorial of Elizabeth V, | 
| the files of the Senate, be referred to the Com 
Pensions, 


On motion by Mr. SEWARD, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of George G. Bishop and p 

' ter U. Morgan, administrator of John Arnold, deceg . 
on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Committ : 4, 

Patents and the Patent Office. =o 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES 


Mr. WADE, from the Committee of Cj 
to whom was referred the petition of Williay, 4 
Duer, administrator of William A. Duer, deceased. 
submitted an adverse report; which was ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Py); 
| Lands, to whom was referred the bill to revise and 
continue in force for a lemited time the provisions 
of an act relative to suspended entries of public 
land, reported it without amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill to establish an additional lang 
office in Michigan, reported it without amend. 
ment. 

Mr. SEWARD, from the Committee on Com. 
merce, to Whom was referred a communication 
from Aaron H. Palmer, submitted a report, ac- 
companied by the following resolution; which wag 
considered by unanimous consent, and agreed fo: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be dis. 
charged from the further consideration of the communica. 
tion of Aaron H. Palmer, relating to the colonial depeng. 
encies of Japan, and a plan for opening that empire to the 

| commerce of the United States. 


On motion by Mr. SEWARD, it was 


Ordered, That the report be printed. 


Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to whom was _ referred a memorial of citi- 
zens of Portland, Maine, submitted a report, ac. 
companied by a bill making an appropriation for 
the erection of a Marine hospital at Portland, 
Maine. 

The bill was read, and passed to the second 

| reading. 
| Ordered, That the report be printed. 
On motion by Mr. SHIELDS, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on Public Lands be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the memorial of 
James B. Cushing and others. 


CASE OF CAPTAIN THOMAS SNODGRASS. 


Mr. SEBASTIAN,.from the Committee on In- 
| dian Affairs, reported a bill, accompanied by a re- 
port, for the relief of Captain Thomas Snodgrass, 
The bill provides that the sum of $230 be appro- 
priated out of any money in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, to reimburse to Captain 
Thomas Snodgrass the expenses incurred by him 
for a team, and balance for forage and subsistence 
| furnished to his company of volunteers while em- 
ployed as a guard, or escort, for a party of emi- 
grating Cherokees in the year 1838. 
Mr. 8. I willsay,in explanation of the report, 
| that this bill was before the” Committee on Indian 
Affairs at a previous session; that at that time 
this claim received a faithful investigation, and 
| from the evidence adduced, it was clear that it was 
just, beyond all question. The cgmmittee there- 
fore, without hesitation recommended the passage 
of that bill at the last session, and in the report 
they now present, they merely refer to a report 
which was formerly made. The amount recom- 
mended is the same as that embraced in the former 
Senate bill. ' 
Mr. CLEMENS. I wish toask the unanimous 
consent of the Senate to act upor this bill now. It 
has been reported upon before, and was unall- 
mously icamepewtel by the committee. , 
There being no objection, the bill was consid- 
ered by the Senate as in Committee of the Whole, 
and no amendment being offered, it was reported 
back'to the Senate, and ordered to be engrossed 
| for a third reading. 


LOCATING MILITARY LAND WARRANTS. 


| Mr. FELCH. I ath instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands to ask to be discharged 
from the further consideration of a number of pe 
titions referred to them, asking additional compen- 
| sation to the several land officers for locating mill- 
tary bounty land warrants,in the several States. 
Mr. WALKER. I would inquire if the com- 
| mittee have any special reasons for asking to be 
discharged from the consideration of these peti- 
| tions, and whether the committee which makes this 
| report wish to be understood as being averse, t0 
| giving further compensation? 
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Mr. FELCH. I should have stated, but [ sup- 

oged every Senator knew, that we have reported 
‘vor of giving additional compensation; and 
shorefore it was that we ask to be discharged from 
che further consideration of these memorials. 
“Mr. WALKER. If I understand what the 
genator refers to, it is an amendment to the bill 
aroviding for the assignability of land warrants; 
hut if that bill should not become a law, the pro- 
sision to which the Senator refers will go down 
of course. 

‘Mr. FELCH. We cannot be accountable for 
hat may be the action of the Senate on the sub- 
‘et; but whatever it may be, it is competent for 
“ny member to present the subject again. 

The motion was agreed to, and it was 

Ordered, That the Committee on Public Lands be dis- 


charged from the further consideration of the petition of the 


igte and present land officers of Dixon, Iilinois, praying ad- 
ditional compensation On account Of services connected 
with bounty lands, and from the several memorials and pe- 
sitions on the same subject referred to the conrmittee. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD subsequently moved to 
oostpone all prior orders for the purpose of taking 
up and disposing of the bill referred to, to make 
bounty land warrants assignable. He said he 
learned from many Senators, that they were in 
che receipt of large numbers of letters in relation 
to that measure. He had received many himself, 
and he was desirous that the subject should -be 
disposed of. As it was discussed and passed at 
the last session, he apprehended no debate upon 
it now, and hence he made his motion, believing 
that it would consume but very little time. 

After a brief convérsation, the honorable Sena- 
toragreed to postpone his motion until to-morrow. 


COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC LANDS. 


Mr. SHIELDS. I wish to ask a favor of the 
Senate this morning, and that is, that I may be 
discharged from further service as a member of 
the Committee on Public Lands. [ am chairman 
of two other committees of the Senate; and as the 
committee is now constituted, there are three mem- 
bers from three adjoining States. I think, there- 
fore, that itis but just to the Southwest, or some 
other portion of the country, that they should have 
arepresentative. 

The question being taken, it was agreed to; and 
on motion of Mr. Sure.ps, it was 


Ordered, That the President pro tempore of the Senate 
ill the vacancy thus occasioned in the Committe on Pub- 
os Teal 
uc Lands. 


Mr. Bortanp was appointed. 


BILL INTRODUCED. 

Mr. FISH, agreeably to previous notice, asked 
and obtained leave to bring ina bill to increase the 
salary of the district judge of the United States for 
the southern district of Florida; which was read 


a first and second time by its title, and referred to | 


the Committee on the Judiciary. 


NOTICE OF BILL. 


Mr. FELCH gave notice of his intention to ask 
leave to introduce a bill for the relief of Willidm 
A. Richmond, 


INDEX TO THE LAWS. 


Mr. PEARCE submitted the folloWing resolu- | 


tion; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 
Resolved, That of the synoptical index of the laws pre- 


red and printed pursuant to a resolution of the Senate,there | 


be distributed in the ggmme manner as the copies of Little & 
Brown’s edition of th® laws were distributed under the act 
of Sth August, 1846, (except to the Library of Congress,) 
Sx hundred and seventy copies; and to each member of 
the Senate and House of Representatives who has not al- 


ready received the same, one copy; and that ten copies be 


placed in the Library of Congress. 

Resolved, That each member.of the Senate be furnished 
with the 9th volume of Little & Brown’s edition of the 
laws, and that the preceding volumes be furnished to those 
members who have not already received them. 


PRIVATE BILLS. 


The following bills from the House of Repre- | 


Sentatives were read a first and second time by 
thei titles: - 


An act for the relief of the Virginia Woolen 
ompany ; 

An act forthe relief of Edward Everett; and 
t = for the relief of David C. Cash and Giles 
- Ellis. 


_Ordered, That they be referred to the Committee on Mil- 
tary Affairs. 


_ The following bills were read a first and second 
ime by their titles: 
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An act for the relief of John W. Robinson; 

An act for the relief-of Gardner Herring; 

An act for the relief of Albra Trippi; 

An act for the relief of Silas Champion, of the 
State of New York; 

An act for the relief of Philip Miller; 

An act for the relief of Jos¢ph Johnston; 

An act for the relief of Robert Milligan; 

An act for the relief of Sylvanus Blodget; 

An act for the relief of Amos Knapp; and 

An act for the payment of arrears of pension to 
the cuardian of Artemus Conant. 


Ordered, That they be referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions. 


FIRE AT THE CAPITOL. 

A message was received from the House of 
Representatives by Mr. Forney, their Clerk: 

Mr. Prestpenr: The House of Representatives concur 
in the amendment of the Senate to the bill making appro 
priation to meet the expenses incurred in consequence of 
the late fire at the Capitol. 

Mr. BADGER subsequently reported the bill 
duly enrolled. . 

PRINTING OF THE SEVENTH CENSUS. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I desire to make a motion. I 
believe it will be necessary to move to suspend 
the presentorder of business, for the purpose of 
taking up the joint resolution to provide for the 
printing of the returns of the Seventh Census. | 
mde, therefore, to suspend all the previous orders, 
both special and general, with the view of taking 
up that resolution. 

Mr. DAVIS. Is notthe unfinished business of 
Saturday the order of the day? 

The PRESIDENT. It is the first special or- 
der; but the Senator from Indiana [Mr. Bricur] 
moves to postpone all the orders of the day, both 
special and general, to take up this joint resolution. 

Mr. DAVIS. 1 have no particular objection to 
that. I think that as my friend from Connecticut 
{Mr. Smiru] has been kept in a state of painful 
suspense for some time, with all these papers be- 
fore him, it is but fair that he should have an op- 
a of expressing his sentiments. I hope, 
10owever, if this measure is taken up this morn- 
ing, it will be with the understanding that the 
unfinished businéss shall follow it. 

The PRESIDENT. It will follow as a matter 
of course, being the unfinished business. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
postpone the previous orders, and it was agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT. ‘This isa joint resolution, 
and is now before the Senate as in Committee of 
the Whole. The resolution is as follows: 

Be it resolved, &c., That the Joint Committee on Printing 
be directed to contract with Donelson & Armstrong for 


printing the Census returns, upon such terms as the com 
mittee may deem reasonable. 


Mr. SMITH. I desire to submit an amend- 
ment to the resolution. It is to strike out all after 
the enacting words and insert: 

It shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Interior, in 
conformity with the provisions of the act entitled ** An act 
making appropriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses 
of the Government for the year 1842,”’ approved on the 18th 
day of May in the said year, to contract for the compositios 
aid press-work of copies of the returns of the Sev 
enth Census, as the same are classified and arranged by the 
said Secretary ; and in like manner to contract for so much 
paper and of such quality as he shall deem proper for the 
said work; and in like manner to contract for the binding 
said returns as printed in such style as he may judge expe- 
dient: Provided, The parties to each of said contracts shall 
give such guaranty, and said paper and work shall be sub 
ject to such inspection as said Secretary shall require to 
insure the faithful performance of the same. 

Mr. S. Mr. President, I regret that I should 
have the ill fortune of being a member of the Com- 
mittee on Printing, the duties of which are perhaps 
more irksome and unpleasant than those of any 
other committee in this honorable body. But the 
Senate having been pleased to assign me to a po- 
sition asa memberof that committee, it has become 
my duty to turn my attention to the subject that 
is now before the Senate—a subject of very consid- 
erable importance in its practical results, and still 
more important in reference to the principle or rule 





| of conduct in regard to this subject which is in- 


volved in the resolution now before us. 

At the outset, Mr. President, of my remarks 
upon this subject, desire it may be understood 
that I have no other purpose in addressing the 
Senatg upon the present occasion than to promote 


| suth"A disposition of the subject as shall conform 


to thé public interest. I desire also to disclaim 
entertaining any sentiment of antipathy, either 
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political or personal, for the highly-respectable gen- 
tlemen whose names are introduced in this resolu- 
tion. If I were about to confer a favor upon any 


one of the proprietors of the various printing estab- 
lishments in this city, I know of no reason why I 
should not do that favor as readily and as cheer- 
fully to the rentiemen who are name d in that reso- 
lution as to any other firm or parties whatever, 
who are concerned in this dé partment of industry. 
But, Mr. President, it is proposed in this re solu- 
tion to dispose of an importa t work, which in- 
volves the expe nditure of a very large sum of 
money, upon the principle of fas ritism: a} 


rinci-+ 


ple to which I utterly ovpect, al d which | conceive 
to be inadmissible on the present occasion. W hat 
is the character of the resolution that is now sub- 


mitted to the consideration of the Senate? It is 
proposed by my honorable friend from Indiana 
(Mr. Brigut] that the two Houses of Congress 
shall make a peremptory order on the Committee 
on Printing, to make a contract with a certain firm 
in this city denominated Donelson & Armstrong, 
for the execution of this work, upon 
as this committee shall judge sonable, 
We are flot, sir, to it quire whether Messrs. Don- 


elson & Armstrong are competent to perform this 


uch terms 
to be I 


work. We are not to inquire whether they have 
the requisite machinery and the requisite material, 
or the requisite oap tal to enable them to perform 
the work in a manner that shall comport with the 
public interest. We are not to inquire whether 
they are as competent, or niore competent than 
the proprietors of other printing establishments mm 
the country. We are not to inquire whether they 
would be willing to do this important work on 
terms as favorable to the publi is those on which 
other individuals might be willing to do it. But 
we are to make a contract with them at all events 
There is to be no q ialification except what is in 
volved in that clause of the resolution which pro- 
} vides that it is to be done **upon such tern 3 As 
the committee may deem resonable.’’ Nothing 
can be further from my thoughts than to cast any 
imputation upon my honorable friend from Ind 
ana who has submitted this proposition to e 
consideration of the Senate; and I certainly would 
not express, as I do not in, the test 
want of confidence in the rectitude of my hone 
able friends who constitute a majority of ¢ 
Committee on Printing. But, | k, 3 
the character of t resolut ? Jt is, that a 
committee of this body, or rather of the two 
Houses of Congress, organized, and pro 
organized I admit, upon political eonside ions, a 
majority of which, in the proportion of 

two, sympathize in feeling and opinion ly 
erly so, with the majority of the two Hous« f 
Congress, shall mak: , hot with anyol 
the eltizens of the country who are prepared to do 
this work on terms most favorable to the public, 
but with the proprietors of a political organ—a 
highly-respectable rrean I adi to do this work 
on such terms as the majority of the committee 


shall deem to be reasonable. Now, what does 


that mean, Mr. President? It1 prop ed that a 
majority of the two Houses of Conzress should 
confer this work upon the proprietors of this po- 
litical establishment, as a matter of favoritism, and 
as a job, to be done, to be sure, *“*upon such terms 


as the committee may judge reason 

Now, sir, we are not among those who would 
for one moment, harbor the thought that the hon- 
orable chairman of the Committee on Printin 


[Mr. Borianp,] or my other honorable friend, 
[Mr. Hamurm,] would enter into any stipulation, 
under this resolution, and make any arrangement 
with Donelson & Armstrong, or any other individ- 


uals on earth, which they believed to be unjust, or 
inconsistent with the public interest. But the very 
character of thistransaction—the fact that this work 
is not to be epen to the public generally, the fact 
that the drawing up of this contract, and the settle- 
ment of its terms,isto be committed—to whom ?>— 
not to the Executive, not to the Secretary of the 


Interior, net to any officer connected with the ex- 


ecutive de partment of the Government, t is to 
be put into the hands of a committee, orv nin d, 
and properly organized, and composed of highly 
respectable gentlemen, | admit—saying nothing of 
the minority—who are to make a contract with 
the proprietors of a political organ in this city, 


who sympathize with a majority of the committee, 
on such terms as the committee may deem reason- 
able. I am not atall surprised MM wy honorable 
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~ } 
friend, the chairman of the Committee on Printing, | 


of whose rectitude, and whose fidelity to his duties | 
as a member of this committee, I shall ever speak 
with the highest respect, has manifested the utmost | 
repugnance to having this duty devolved upon | 
him, 

I contend, then, that the very character and 
essence of this resolution involves the idea that 
a contract is to be made which is to confer pecu- 
niary advantages upon a particular party; and I | 
do not hesitate to say—I care not what efforts may | 
be made by honorable members constituting a 
majority of this committee—that it will involve 
the expenditure of a very large sum of money 


over and above what should be required for the || 


execution of the work which is now under con- 
sideration. 

But, Mr. President, there are some objections, 
which should be urged in detail, to the measure 
now before the Senate, and to which I wish to 
invite the particular attention of the members of 4 
this body. In the first place, I have to remark 
that in the present state or condition of this sub- | 
ject, the rgsolution, in the form in which it is pre- 
sented to Mie Senate by my honorable friend from 
Indiana, is utterly impracticable, or in other words, 
it is impossible for the Committee on Printing to 
determine what terms would be ‘ just and rea- | 
sonable,”? or what terms they should require of | 
Donelson & Armstrong, for the reason, that Con- | 
gress has not yet made any order specifying the | 
number of copies of these returns which they in- | 
tend to have printed. My friend from Indiana | 
does not propose to settle, by his resolution, what | 
number of copies are to be ordered by the two | 
Houses of Congress; and yet it would seem to me | 
that this is a question to which he should have | 
addressed himself at once when he proposed.to | 
print the Census returns. Are we to enter into a 
contract for the printing of these returns without | 
knowing how many copies are to: be ordered by 
the two Houses of Congress? How can the | 
Committee on Printing determine what terms are 
just and reasonable unless they know what is to | 
be the number of copies and the magnitude and | 
extent of thework? If my honorable friend from | 





Indiana will reflect on this subject for a single || 


moment, he will see that it is utterly impossible | 
for us to form any opinion in regard to what shall | 
be the terms. And why is it so? Because the | 
cost of composition for one hundred copies, or | 
even one copy, is exactly the same that it would | 
be for ten thousand copies. If you order five | 
hundred copies, you are then to pay per copy a 

comparatively high price, because the expense of | 
composition is only spread over five hundred | 
copies. But if you order the printing of five | 
thousand copies, the cost of composition is divi- 

ded among the five thousand copies, andthe price 


becomes comparatively low per copy; and if you || 


print ten thousand, then the expense of composi- | 


tion is distributed over a greater number of copies, || 
and the cost per copy becomes still lower than if || 


five thousand copies are printed. I say again, 


then, that the first thing to be done, before we || 


make any contract for this printing, is to deter- | 
mine what number of copies we are to print. If | 
my friend from Indiana will refer to the act of 
Congress which was passed in regard to the Sixth 
Census, he will find that the law which provided 
fag the printing, fixed also the number of copies | 
tobe printed, It provides: : 


“That when the aforesaid enumeration shall be com- 
pleted and returned to the office of the Secretary of State, 
by the marshals of the several States, he shall direct the 
printers to Congress to print for the use of Congress ten 
thousand copies of the aforesaid returns received from the 
marshals. ’’ 

Now, then, Mr. President, I object entirely to 
the passage of that resolution, even in the form 
in which it has been presented by my friend from 
Indiana, until the Senate is prepared t6 decide as 
to the number of copies of these returns which 
shall be printed; for there.is no possibility of the 
Committee on Printing deciding what terms would 
be just and reasonable until they know what 
number of copies they are to order. 

But, Mr. President, what is more than that, the 
price per copy will not only depend upon the 
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|| the number of copies ordered. 


|| order to enable us to decide judiciously and prop- 
jerly what terms are “just and reasonable.”’ 


1} . ° . ° 
|| the number of copies is fixed, but I desire also to 
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take the printing can afford to make a propor- 
tionate reduction, not only in consequence of the | gress? But the Blue Book will tell the story, and 
distribution of the cost of composition over a || my honorable friend can refer to it, 3 
large number of copies, but they can afford to The provisions of the Census act, as I ing 
make deductions in consideration of the magni- | shows’conclusively that Congress could not oe 
| tude of the work itself—I mean the magnitude of | contemplated the printing of these rety aa 
If it be a large | they had been made out and submitted to the ty 
| job—if there be ten thousand, or fifteen thousand, | Houses of Congress. This act provides thes 
or twenty thousand copies ordered—the magni- || ** the Secretary of the Interior shall see that al 
tude in reference to the number becomes an im- || ‘due diligence is employed by the marshals and 
| portant element to be taken into consideration, in || ‘ assistant marshals to make the returns of the 
‘ respective doings complete at the times nese 

‘prescribed. And further: as the returns are ¢ 
‘ made, to cause the same to be so classified and 
‘arranged in the best and most convenient manner 
‘ for use, and to lay the same before Congress 9, 
‘the next session thereof.’’ " 

Why lay them before Congress ? Not for the 
aed a of founding any legislation upon them. 
“ormerly the census returns were laid before 
Congress to enable Congress to apportion the 
members of the House of Representatives amone 
the various States of the Union. But that labor 
has been taken off our hands. These returns 
were to be made out and laid before Congress 
not for the purpose of becoming the foundation of 
legislation, but solely to enable Congress to make 
a suitable and proper order in regard to their 
printing. 1 can conceive of no reason for commy- 
nicating the census returns to the two Houses of 
Congress, except simply that we might have them 
before us in order to form an opinion in regard to 
their character and in regard to their value: to see 
whether they are properly arranged—whether we 
have reason to believe they are accurate, and then, 
in reference to the magnitude of the work, to de. 
cide how it shall be printed, and what number of 
copies shall be printed. 

But the honorable Senator from Indiana, before 
these returns came in from the Secretary of the 
Interior, who was tocomplete and submit them to 
the two Houses of Congress, proposes that we 
should take aleap in the dark; that without know- 
ing anything as to the magnitude of the work, or 
as to its accuracy; or whether it comes before us 

| in a form in which it ought to be printed; without 
| knowing anything in regard to the number of 
| copies—he proposes what? Ah! a job is wanted 
for the proprietors of the Union office in this city. 
Such seem to be the indications of the case, and 
thereforé we are to take time by the forelock, and 
seize hold of the first page that happens to be 
completed; or perhaps the committee are to £0 up 
| to the Census Office, (for my honorable friend does 
not propose to make an order on the Secretary 
of the Interior to hand over any portion of these 
returns,) and, for aught I know, to break into the 
office, and capture a portion of this document and 
hand it over to the proprietors of the Union. From 
all the circumstances of this case, we may be 
led to infer that that office is pretty hard pushed 
for supplies. Why cannot the Senator wait till 
| the document comes here? The Secretary of the 
Intérior is not ordered to hand the document over 
to them; he is only ordered by the law to lay it 
before Congress. Surely the worthy and highly- 
respectable gentlemen, who are the proprietors of 
| the Union, are not in a state of starvation. Why, 
then, should there be such monstrous haste to get 
hold of some portion of the public Tréasury to 
sustain the organ of the Democratic party, fos 
which, as I have said, [ have a yery great respect: 
It is an excellent organ—it supp@rts the principles 
'| and doctrines and views of a very patriotic party; 


rns until 


| And, sir, besides all this, not only will the com- 
mittee be involved in inextricable difficulty, unless 


inquire how Donelson & Armstrong can them- | 
selves decide whether they will accept such terms 
as the committee may see fit to prescribe or dic- 
tate, unless they know what is to be the number 
of copies printed ? 

Thus there is another difficulty in the way of the 
resolution of my friend from Indiana. It would 
seem to be equally necessary-that both the com- 
mittee and the proposed contractors should know 
the magnitude or extent of the work to be done; 
and, Mr. President, what do we know,about it? 7 
The work is not completed; no report of this 
work has been submitted to the two Houses of 
Congress. What the work is to be the Senate 
does not know, neither is there any human befAg 
in the country who does know, or can know at 
present. We know—or rather we have every 
reason to believe—that it is to be a work of very 
great magnitude. From the number of persons 
employed on the work at the present time, and 
from the length of time in which they have been 
engaged, and are still likely to be engaged, we 

| may conclude that it is to bea document of an 
unusual size. I have understood that in making 
up the census returns of 1840, there were only 
seventeen clerks employed in all. That, we know, 
was a large work; and I believe it was laid before 
Congress and published as early in the session as 
this time, in 1841 or 1842. But instead of seven- 
teen clerks employed, I understand that they have 
now in the Census Office a hundred and sixty- 
one clerks and messengers. I do not know how 
many messengers there are, or how many clerks; 
but | understand the roll of the present employees 
runs up toa hundred and sixty-one, and I sup- 
pose the services of all these clerks are rendered 
necessary by the great number of interrogatories 
and the vast amount and variety of statistics 
brought into the returns of the marshals by the | 
act of Congress on this subject. What is to be 
the magnitude of this work | have no means of 
knowing; and how can the committee, without 
| that knowledge, decide what terms would be * just 
and reasonable?’’ Sir, if Messrs. Donelson & 
Armstrong, in consequence of the vast magnitude | 
of the work, have to get a vast deal of new ma- 
chinery, and presses, and a vast quantity of type, 
which would be of vey little use to them after the 
work is completed, and upon which, when they 
came to make a disposition of the machinery and 
presses and type, and other materials, they must 
sustain a great loss, then the committee ought to 
| accord one set of terms. If, on the other hand, 
it is comparatively a small work, coming within 
the capacity of their present machinery, they could 
afford to do it on another set of terms. And how 
can we judge of the ability of Donelson & Arm- 
| strong to do the work, unless something is known 
| of what this work is to be? though, as I believe, a party which is monstrously 
But again, who ever heard of the two Houses of '| mistaken with regard to some very important 
| Congress ordering a document of this importance || questions of public policy. ~ Still I admit that it 
to be published before it had been communicated | is necessary and proper-that they should have an 
to them? TIT havé never heard of such a thing. organ; and I am perfectly willing and desirous 
Mr. BORLAND. Will the Senator from Gon- || that it should prosper. Ido not know but that I 
necticut allow me to ask him a question? may be persuaded, by and by, to come into this 
Mr. SMITH. Certainly. measure myself, and hand over to them the job of 
| Mr. BORLAND. Did I understand the Sena- |) printing the Census returns;_for I believe | am 4 
| tor to say that the Census Board had a hundred || very accommodatinggentleman. I am disposed 
| and sixty-one persons employed in the preparation || oblige my Democratic friends, and particularly my 
| of the returns of the census ? honorable friend from Indiana, the author of this 

Mr. SMITH. I understand that there are one || resolution. I have received a great many favors 
hundred and sixty-one clerks and messengers em- || from him since I have been. a mefhber of this 





number of copies to be printed, and also on ac- 
count of the distribution of the cost of composi- 
tion over the entire number of copies, but there 
comes in another elenvent which is material to be 
taken into consideration, and it is, that if it bea 
large number of@opies, the parties who under- 


| ployed. body, and if he should put it on the footing of 
| Mr. BORLAND. reciprocation of favors, I might go a great way 
| for information. | oblige him, and do something forthis Union office, 


I asked the question simply 
Mr. SMITH. I Tr the employment of 1 which seems now to be so severely pressed — 

these persons is rendered necessary by the e&tent || cannot wait for this document, but must catch ho 

and complexity of the interrogatories that were ‘| of its head or tail, and print it before we know 
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be done; but L will wait until I see a majority 
‘rthe two Houses of Congress in favor of this 
oposition, before I shall be prepared to believe it. | 
Sr | maintain that it would be in the highest 
aoree indiscreet for Congress to commit itself in | 
so dark to the printing of such an important doc- 
gent as this without knowing what it is to be. 
We ought to have the -document first, and ought | 
wo refer It to the appropriate committee to give It | 
thorough examination. I do not know what | 
hey are making up in the Department of the Inte- 
—. {have a very great regard for the honorable 
Le d of that Department, and great confidenee in | 
ie rectitude and patriotism; but I may not have 
i@same confidence in all heads of bureaus. It is 
e possible that these returns may be made up 
., way, and may be in g form which would not 
weet with the approbation of the two Houses of 
fongress; and what is more than that, they may | 
ye erroneous. * That is not by any means an un- 
exampled circumstance in the history of the coun- 
wy, Inthe case of the Census of 1840, after the 
surns came in, it was discovered that there was 
probably @ very Serious error in the taking of the | 
“ensus in an adjoining county to this District—the | 
county of Montgomery, in the State of Maryland— | 
and Congress passed a law authorizing the census 
of that county. to be taken over again. It was 
taken over again, and an error of several hundred— | 
{do not now recollect how large the number was, | 
but | know that an error of several hundred was |, 
discovered on retaking the census of the county of | 
Montgomery, in Maryland. | 
I maintain, then, that a document of so much | 
importance as this, and so deeply affecting the 
interest and honor of the country, ought to come || 
into the hands of the two houses of Congress, and 
underzo a careful examination, before we commit | 
ourselves in regard to printing it; whereas this is a | 
sroposition to hand this entire document over to the 
head of the Census bureau. I do not know how 
competent he may be. I believe he is a very 
worthy young man of some twenty-five or thirty 
yearsof age. For aught I know he is doing his 
duty very well; but I am not prepared to say that he | 
shall settle this question of the census printing 
fnallyand forever. 1am inot prepared to say that 
even the very able and excellent Secretary of the 
Interior shall do so. We ought to have it before 
us. We ought to scrutinize jt. We ought to see 
whether it is correct or not; whether it is made 
out in proper form, and whether it is made out | 
in conformity to the law, before we commit our- | 
selves to this printing. Why this hot haste? 
Cannot my honorable friend from Indiana wait for 
six months? For within that period, I venture to | 
say these returns will be completed. Cannot he 
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I now come to the last objection which I shall 


& Armstrong have or have not conformed to the |! urge to the passage of this resolution. It has been 


terms of the contract? To whom is the work to | 
be delivered? Who is to pay for it? Will my | 
honorable friend tell me whether it is to be paid for | 
out of the contingent fund or not? Is it printing 
for the Senate? Is it printing for the House of | 
Representatives? Or is it printing to enable us to 
perform our legislative duties? My honorable 
friend, for reasons that will be directly apparent, 
will hardly contend that this is Congressioual print- 
ing. Iask, then, who isto attend to the execution 
of the contract, and from what fund is it to be paid ? 
here is no doubt that Congress can provide for 
such printing as is necessary for the performance 
of the duties of both Houses, or either House. 
But is this Congressional printing? My honora- 
ble friend said, the other day, that it was not; and 
therefore we are not obliged to give it to A. Boyd 
Hamilton. I must acknowledge, Mr. President, 
that on very mature consideration, I have come to 
the conclusion that it is not Congressional print- 
ing, and not within the contract of A. Boyd Ham- | 
ilton. It is not printing for either of the two 
Houses of Congress; it is not printing to enable 
us to discharge our legislative duties; but it js 
os for the Government and for the country. 
admit that either of the two Houses of Congress 
has a right, bya committee or otherwise, to make 
a contract for such printing gs may be essential to 
enable them to discharge their respective legis 
duties. But can Congress, through one of the 
committees of either House, arrogate to itself the 
power of making contracts for other printing than 
such as is required to enable it to discharge its 
legislative functions? Will my honorable friend 
from Indiana [Mr. Brient] contend that we should 
take into our own hands the business of making 
contracts for the printing that is required for the 
various departments of this Government? Has 
Congress the right or power to embark in the busi- 
ness of making contracts generally? If, through 
the agency of the Committee on Printing, we can 
make a contracefor printing that does not appertain 
to our legislative duties, [ desire to inquire of my 
honorable friend whether, through the agency of 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 
we can make a contract for the transportation of 
the mail? Why not raise a joint committee, on 
the principle of this resolution, and make a con- 
tract for the transportation of the mail? Why not 
raise a joint committee on Naval Affairs, and make 
a contract for the construction of a frigate or ship 
of the line? Why notarrogate to ourselves all the 
executive duties and powers of this Government? 
Mr. President, you know very well that the pub- 
lic printer—that is, the printer employed by the 
two Houses of Congress—is considered an officer 





wait till the close of the present session of Con- || of the two Houses. Heis an officer of the Senate, 


gress? For a bill can be passed at any time for 
printing these returns. Or, if these returns should 
not be completed during the present session of 
Congress, cannot the Senator from Indiana wait 
ull the opening of the next session of Congress? 
| most strenuously resist this extraordinary man- | 
ner of doing business. When an important docu- 
ment is to be made out—a document that is to go 
down to posterity—a document that is to contain | 
facts and statements, to say nothing about popu- 
lation, in regard to our great industrial and agri- 
qitural interest, which I trust and hope, and am 


inclined to believe, will be made out correctly. I || 


insist that it wouk@ be in the highest degree rash, | 


hotto say presumptuous, for us, without knowing || 


what it is, to commence the printing of some por- | 
tion of it; and what portion, in the name of Heaven, 
the beginning, middle, or end, no human being 
knows, : 
_ But, sir, I have another point to make; and that 
is, that this resolution, if passed, would, in my 
opinion, be an encroachment on the functions and 
duties of the Executive, and would, in fact, be a 
usurpation of Executive power. It is, no doubt, | 
competent for Congress to order the printing to be | 
dofe, and to fix the number of copies. We may, | 
perhaps, say that certain parties shall execute the 
work, or that it shall be let to the lowest bidder. | 


and an officer of the House of Representatives. 

And why? Because he is employed in doing cer- | 
tain work for us that is necessary to enable us to 

discharge our duties. Now, if weadopt this reso- 

lution, will Messrs. Donelson & Armstrong be 

officers of the two Houses of Congress? Appointed 

for what? Not to print for the Senate or the 

House, but to print for the Government and for 

the people of this country. 

My honorable friend from Arkansas, [Mr. 
Borzanp,} when he was on the floor the other 
day, objected most strenuously to the devolving 
of this duty of contracting upon the Committee 
on Printing, insisting that it should be given 
to the Secretary of the Senate and the Clerk 
of the House of Representatives, because, as 
he truly said, the resolution called upon that com- 
mittee to disharge executive duties. Ah! ex- 
ecutive duties! Then why are we providing for 
the discharge of executive dutiesdy a joint com- 
mittee of the two Houses of Congress? We have 
a Joint Committee on the Library; and as elibrary 
is an important establishment to enable us prop- 
erly to perform our legislative duties, we charge it 
with the duty of purchasing a library for us. But 
shall we charge it with the duty of purchasing a 
library for the Attorney General, for the Secretary 
of the Treasury, for the Department of the Interior, 


the policy of Congress, for some years past, to 
open the public printing to competition, and thus 
prevent its being conferred on the political presses 
in this city as a matter of favoritism; and the 
question for the consideration of this honorable 
body now is, whether the connection which for 
merly existed shall be renewed. The proposition 
submitted by my honorable friend from Indiana is 
precisely this, that we shall confer the printing of 
the census returns upon one of the political presses 
in this city. Here desire to call the attention of 
the Senate to the first introduction of our poliey— 
and | believe a highly salutary policy—on this 
subject into the legislation of the country. It will 
be found in a provision introduced into the civil 
and diplomatic appropriation bill, which passed 
the two Houses of Congress, and was approved 
May 18, 1842; published in the tenth volume of 
the Acts of Congress, page 189. It is as follows: 
“For incidental and contingent expenses of the Depart 
ment of State, including the publication and distribution of 
the laws, $25,000: Provided, That the job printing, station 
ery, and binding of each of the Executiy “ae 


shall, until otherwise directed by law, be furnish™ by con 
tract, propostls of which shall regularly be advertised in 


| the public prints, and the character and description of 


printing specified in each advertisement, as far as that can 
be done, it being made a condition in all cases, unless other 
wise specified in the advertisement, that the work shall be 
done in the city of Washington, and the contract shall in 
each case be given to the lowest bidder, whose bid shall be 
accompanied with the proper testimonials of the ability of 
the bidder to fulfill his contract.” 


Here, for the first time, was introduced into the 
legislation of the country the provision that all 
the departmental printing should be advertised 
and put out to the lowest bidder, and that remains 
the law of the land to the present hour. But 
Congress continued, notwithstanding the passage 
of that law, to confer the printing for the two 
Houses of Congress upon the political press in 
this city; and in this respect I admit that there 
has been no difference between the two parties., 

| The Twenty-seventh Congress passed the law of 
1842. to which I have referred. Then came the 
Twenty-eichth Congress. The Senate was one 
way, and the House of Representatives the other. 
The printing of the Senate was conferred upon 
the publishers of a political press in this city, en- 
tertaining views in accordance with the majority 
of the Senate; and the House made a disposition 
of their printing in accordance with their,views. 
This state of things continued until the first session 
of the Twenty-ninth Congress, when, the two 
Houses having become convinced that the busi- 
ness of conferring the public printing upon con- 
siderations of political favoritism was unsound 
and injurious to the public, passed the joint reso- 
lution of the- 3d of August, 1846, requiring the 
printing of Congress to be let out to the lowest 
bidder. 

My friend from Indiana, [Mr. Brienr,] and 
other zentlemen, who advocate the resolution un- 
der consideration, are obliged to take the ground 
that this printing does not come within the joint 
resolution of 1846, or in other Words, that it is not 
Congressional printing. Under what, then, does 
it come? * It comes within the provision of the 
law of 1842. It is departmental printing, which 
is already provided for. You have nothing to do 
with it unless to order the number of copies to be 
printed. You may say how itis to be printed and 
of what quality the paper shall be. But the very 
moment that you order the number of copies, fix 
the style of the work, and the quality ot paper, 
and determine what the work shall be, then comes 
in the law of 1842 and imposes it upon the Secre- 
tary of the Interior to let it out to the lowest bid- 
der. Why, then, does my honorable friend pro- 

ose to interfere with this law? Why has he 
iatroduced shis resolution? He says it is not 
Congressional printing. Why not let the law 
operate? Ah! but * the Union = office wants a 
little patronage. Is that a public reason upon 
which the Senate are toact? Are we about to 
upset this law of 1842, take this job out of the 
scope of the operation of that law, and hand it 


Congress may doubtless rescribethe condition and || or for the Post Office Department? I maintain, || over to whom—and by whom? By a highly- 


terms; but, having said, for example, that it shall be | 
executed by Donelson & Armstrong, can Congress | 
lake upgn themselves the making of a contract? | 
And can they, by the agency of one of their com- | 
mittees, draw it up and put it in form? If we can | 


do 80, who is to attend to the execution of the | 


| sir, that this is entirely out of the range of our 
legislative duties. It is an executive duty, which 
must -be discharged, if properly discharged, by the 
executive department of the Government, and can- 
not be discharged by a committee of the two 


' Houses of Congress. 


respectable committee [ admit, but one organized 
upon political considerations. We are to turn it 
over to a political organ. And this is to be done 
by the Senate of the United States! Pretty ele- 
vated legislation itis to be sure. We have our 
(| law that departmental printinggshall go to the 
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lowest bidder; and this is not Congressional print- 
ing says my honorable friend. Besides the docu- 
ment is not here, and we do not know what is 
done, whether the beginning, middle, or end. I 
presume we are to es apartofit. My friend 
from Arkansas, {Mr. Borianp,|—for whom I 
have great respect, and who we know has had 
some experience in the military service of the 
country, and very creditable experience too—is to 


| 
| 
i 
| 
| 
| 


march at the head of the Committee on Printing | 


and invade the Census Bureau, capture something, 
and hand it over to the proprietors of the Union 
printing office. I do not know but that it will be 
done; but I shall wait a good while before I be- 
heye tt, 


Rut, says my honorable friend from Indiana, | 


the contract system is an utter failure, and it ought 
to be biown up sky-high. J join issue with my 
friend on that subject. 
tract system for the two Houses of Congress has 
proved, to some extent, a failure; but I utterly 
deny that the contract system for the departmental 
printing has failed at all. On the contrary, ! can 
demonstrate that it has sueceeded, and has pro- 
moted thgpublic interest ina very high degree. I 
know, Mr. President, that the contract system for 
the departmental printing is exceedingly distaste- 
ful to some portions of the political press in this 
city. The Democratic and some portions of the 
Whig press do not like it. 

Mr. HALE. How is it with the 
vortion? 

Mr. SMITH. 


the f 


Free-Soil 


I do not know how it is with 
ree-Soilers, I cannot say,as lam notin very 
intimate communication with them. I will leave 
that te 
shire, who is entirely competent to represent that 
portion of the publishing interest in this city. 

But I defy gentlemen to show an instance where 
there has been any failure. My honorable friend 
from Michigan, (Mr. Cass,] who, I am sorry to 
see, is not in his seat, indicted the contract sys- 
- for the departmental printing on the ground 
that the ** Blue Baok’’ had not been furnished us. 
He said that the law required that it should be 
laid on our tables; he did not say when, exactly, 
but he was for blowing up the whole concern be- 
cause we had not the ‘* Blue Book.” It 
pretty large concern, {exhibiting a copy, | and is 
rrowing rapidly. I have sometimes thought that 
I would take the * Blue Book” of the present day, 
and that which was published when I came into 


I will admit that the con- | 


» my honorable friend from New Hamp- 


is a | 


Congress, and take the difference between the two | 


in pounds avoirdupois. I think the difference may 
be caleulated in pounds; at all events, I know that 
it is very large, and it is an indication of what 
strides our Government is taking in extravagance, 
not to say in downright corruption. But my 


friend from Michigan wants to blow .up this sys- | 


tem of departmental printing by contract because 
he has not the Blue Book. If it had so turned 
out that the Blue Book had not been published 
just when it was ordered to be published, viz: the 


first Monday in January, taking into view our | 
monstrous labors during the six weeks of the ses- 
sion—you know, Mr. President, what they have | 


been, the manner in which we have devoted our- 
selves to other subjects, and the profound anxiety 
under which we have labored for the promotion 
of the public interest, particularly under the head 


of 


mise—one would suppose that the Senator from 
Michigan ought not to make such grave com- 


plaints, if the delivery of the book had happened 

to be some two or three days behind the time. 
But, sir, 1 have taken the liberty to inquire into 

this matter, and [ have here a memorandum of 


the delivery of this most interesting concern called 
the Blue Book, which is tontracted out to the 
lowest bidder. It is a pretty good book; the pa- 


per, the type, the binding, are all good, 
the census 
tent. ‘The law says that it shall be laid on our 
tables on the first Monday in January; and I be- 
lieve that was the véry day on which the Senator 
from Michigah made his speech by way of assault 
on this departmental public printing. Now, I 
find that one hundred and seventy-five copies were 
delivered on the 29th of December, one hundred 
and twenty on the 31st, and two hundred and five 
on January 3, which was Saturday; and the law 
said they should be here on our tables on the 
Monday following. That is the case which was 
brought forward by my friend from Michigan, to 





settling over again that matter of the compro- | 


if I get | 


returns printed as well, I shall be con- | 





om 
prove that we ought to blow up the system of let- 


ting out the départmental printing to the lowest 
bidder; and my friend from Indiana was obliged 
to take the ground that the printing of the census 
returns was departmental printing, to get it out 
of the hands of A. Boyd Hamilton, the printer of 
the two Houses of Congress, 

I have already stated that the proprietors of the 
political and of the job presses of this city are 
very willing to get rid of the contract system, and 
that they would like to have the public printing 
given outas a matter of favoritism; but I deny 
that it has proved a failure. On the contrary, I 
believe it has saved a very large sum of money to 
the public Treasury. I have here another docu- 
ment printed under the system for departmental 
printing. It is a history of the condition and 
prospects of the Indian tribes, by R. H. School- 
craft, LL. D., illustrated by S. Eastman, United 
States Army. A more beautiful specimen of ty- 
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pography, of paper, and of execution I never | 


saw. 


1 am ready to take up this census matter 


and deal with it liberally and fairly, and I would | 
of it in a style of magnifi- | 


propose the printing 


cence corresponding substantially with this work. 


There has been, then, no failure of the contract | 
system in its application to departmental printing, | 


But I admit that there has been some failure in it 
as it regards the Congressional printing; and I 
shall explain to the Senate how it is. ' 

But before I go any*further | wish to call the 
attention of the Senate to the amendment which I 
have offered, and I will explain to the Senate its 


position and press work from the supplying of the 
paper, and both.from the binding, and to make a 


=> 


separate and distinct contract for each, and all to 


be done under the provisions of the law of May | 


18, 1842. Perhaps by way of amendment to the 
resolution it would not be strictly necessary for 
me to propose anything more than a specification 
of the number of copies, with a provision that the 
work should be executed under the supervision 


and direction of the Secretary of the Interior. It 
would then become departmental printing, and 


would necessarily be executed under the law of 
May 18, 1842. But if I were simply to propose 
an amendment of that character, it would leave 
the composition and press work to be paid for in 
connection with the supplying of the paper; for 
the party to do the composition and press work 
would supply the paper for the work. But for 


precise character. It proposes to separate the com- | 





| dollars. 


reasons which I shall indicate directly, I think it | 


is highly important that the composition and press 
work should be separated from the supplying of 
the paper, and that both should be separated from 
the binding. My amendment, therefore, contem- 


plates, on the one hand, the adoption substantially | 


of the principle of the law of May 18, 1842. 


But | 


some modification of that law is deemed neces- | 


sary, so that the composition and press work shall 
be separated from the supply of paper, and more- 
over, that the party who enters into this contract 


shall give due security for the performance of the | 


contract, the law of 1842 containing no provision 
of that character. Having thus explained briefly 
the character of my amendment; having shown 


the Senate that this is departmental printing, and | 


having proposed that it shall be brought within 
the scope of the provisions of the law to which I 


have alluded, I now proceed to the consideration, | 
as briefly as I can, of the subject of Congressional | 
printing, for the two are necessarily connected to | 


some extent with each other. 

I have already insisted, and, I trust, have shown, 
that there has been no failure of this system under 
the head of departmental printing; but I have also 
said that there is a failure, and a very serious fail- 
ure, in its application. to Congressional printing. 
And why has that been so? The joint resolution 
directing, the printing for the two Houses of Con- 
gress to be let out to the lowest bidder, was 
adopted at the first session of the Twenty-ninth 
Congress. At the second session of that Con- 
gress a contract was made, in conformity with the 
provisions of that law, with Wendell & Van Ben- 
thuysen, to execute the largest portion of the 
work. A small portion of it was assigned to an- 
other firm of the name of Tipten & Streeper; but 
much the largest portion of it—nearly the whole, 
in fact—was assigned to Wendell & Van Ben- 
thuysen. I admit that they utterly failed in the 

| performance of their contract. They failed in the 
| typography. According to the stipulations, they 


| letters out, so as to get many more ems t 


| It was also violated in the quality of 








s os Jan, 12, 


were to be paid so much for every thousand ; 
The type and the size of the page were spe. fed 
but f have understood, and suppose the ™ as 
so, that they got fonts of type cast to oped an 
han would 
sual form, 
€ contract 


: the Paper 
There was an utter failure to conform to the terms 
i 


of the contract in that respect, and there wag 

more injurious failure, so far as the public bys: 
ness was concerned, in not furnishing the printed 
matter within such a period of time as was indis. 


be had if the type was put in the u 
That was undoubtedly a violation of th 


\ pensably necessary to render the documents yal. 


uable to Congress for the transaction of the 
business, 

Coming down to the last Congress, we f 
the contractors were William M. Belt, 


public 


nd the 
who took 


the second, fourth, and*fifth classes; John 


Trenholm, who took the third class; and Johny T 
Towers, who took the first class, which was the 
printing of bills and resolutions. In regard to M; 
‘Towers, it ought to be stated that, so far as I 
know and believe, there was a most perfect perform- 
ance of the contract on his part. I think the chair. 
man of the Committee on Printing will agree with 
meinrégardto that. Butso faras regards Trenholy 
and Belt, there was a failure not less gross and 
aggravated than that during the preceding Cop. 
gress. Ido not know that they had type of a pe- 
culiar character cast to help out the line and spread 
the matter over as much surface as possible, | 
suppose they had not. But, nevertheless, there 
was an utter failure in the quality of the paper and 
in the binding, as the chairman of the committee 
very well knows. ‘Trenholm and Belt were cop. 
tractors for the binding I believe; and I understand 
that they farmed it out and made considerable 
profit upon it, to the amount of several thousand 
There was the same failure with recard 
to the promptitude of the execution of the work, 
which was necessarily indispensable to the public 
interest. Every word which the chairman of the 
committée stated on that subject was true. I shall 
ever bear testimony to the rectitude and. fidelity 
with which he and the other member of the com- 


»mittee [Mr. Hamuin] discharged duties, in regard 


to it, which were very painful. 
But I will add something which the chairman 


| forgot to state, and that is, that after the docu- 


ments had accumulated in our document room, 
and after he and the Senator from Maine [Mr. 
Hamuin] had decided that they would not receive 
them—and I believe that I concurred with them, 


| too—at my suggestion the other members of the 


committee saw fit to appoint me a sub-committee 
to look into the matter; and I believe they gave 
me instructions not to receive the documents; or 
rather, [ was appointed to receive them if they 
conformed to the contract. I went into the docu- 
ment room and loeked at them. I knew that 
the contract, if performed according to its spirit 
and letter, would involve the contractor in an 
enormous loss. And I confess that | had in my 
proceedings under that head some reference to 
the condition of the surety of the contract. I re- 
fer to Mr. Ritchie. I felt for him a sentiment of 
commiseration. I thought he had a ruinous con- 
tract. Members wanted the documents; and I 





| took the responsibility of deciding that they should 


come in. I thought they were worth all that we 
had agreed to pay for them, although they did nof 
accord with the contract. They were received; 


but I did not suppose that the two Houses of 


Congress would entertain the purpose of passilg 


| a bill to make up any loss that he would sustain 
| under that contract which was violated so gross- 


ly; and least of all did I believe that they would 
pass a bill, as the House of Representatives did, 
and as I was afraid the Senate might possibly do, 
which would give him the enormous fortune, &- 
cording to the statement of the Senator from Ar- 
kansas, of $200,000 under this broken contract. 

never had the slightest idea that they would give 


him a fortune of $100,000; least of alldid I believe 
‘that it would go up to such a figure ‘as that 


named by the Senator from Arkansas. : 
In this way I admit that this method of dispos- 
ing of the public printing to the lowest bidder under 


'the joint resolution of 1846 has proved a failure. 


But the system of disposing of the departmental 
printing—and this is printing of that character—i0 
that way, has not failed, But why has the con- 
tract system with regard to the printing of the two 
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Houses of Congress failed? dt is partly the fault | 
ofthe two Houses of Congress, but perhaps much 
° re the fault of the contractors themselves. 
When the Thirtieth Congress, either by design or 
nerlects tolerated W endell-& Van Benthuysen in 
‘he violation of their contract—so grossly as they 
volated it—they laid the axe at the root of the 
vee; they laid the foundation for the complete sub- 
versiol of the whole system. What followed? In 
he case of Trenholm & Belt, they underbid even the | 
sicesof Wendell & Van Benthuysen, who claimed | 
‘, have sustained under their contract, broken as 
» was, a loss of about twenty thousand dollars. 
What did they do? In consequence of the tolera- 
von that had been extended, in the violation of 
weir contract, to Wendell & Van Benthuysen, 
ye did exactly the same thing, Thencomes A. 
B yd Hamilton. It is no part of my business or 
jty, or even of my right, as I am situated, to 
rejudge his case; but 1 know perfectly weil what 
«to follow. Weare not to have the documents 
in proper season. Those that are laid on our 
tables may be, perhaps, printed according to the 
worms of thecontract, or very nearly so; butin regard 
to the long numbers, we have ev ery reason to an- 
‘icipate the same violation of contract by him, 


' 
‘ 
t 


which we have tolerated in Wendell & Van Ben- 
thuysen, and which, in the case of the last Con- 
ovens. we were about to compensate by an enor- 
mous fortune—and would have done so had it not 
been for my friend from Maryland, [Mr. Pearce, } 
who stepped in and performed the very unpleasant 
ask of objecting to it, at the last moment of the | 
sst session of Congress. He thas successfully 
resisted a measure which I can only characterize 
hs a most enormous outrage; though not so in- 
tended by honorable Senators here who favored 
that measure, for I impeach the rectitude of no 
man. Then it is absolutely necessary that we 
should have some change in this system. But I 
desire to say to my honorable friend from Indiana 
that 1 am not for giving up the contract system, 
ugh we can change it; and we ought to attend 
to the modification of it immediately. Perhaps I 
may feel it my duty, at the very next meeting of 
the Senate, to introduce a resolution on this sub- 
ect, charging the Committee on Printing with the 
duty of considering what ae should be 
made in this system. And I am Willing to make 
theresolution larger—to inquire whether we should 
not repeal or set it aside entirely: for | wish no 
limited inquiry on this subject. But I will now in- 
dicate what are my ideas in regard to the change that 
should take place. I doit with the more freedom, 
because it will serve to illustrate my views in in- | 
troducing to the consideration of the Senate the 
amendment which I have offered to this resolution. 
I think we should separate the supply of paper 
from the composition and press work. ‘That is 
the first step to be taken. Why should not the 
United States furnish its own paper? . What has 
been the difficulty with the execution of former 
contracts? And what are to be the difficulties of 
the present session of Congress? They arise from 
the manner in which we are cheated in paper; and 
[do not believe I use too harsh a term in connec- 
tion with this subject. Let us furnish our own 
paper. I wantto know why we should be cheated 
inpaper? Why is it that adventurers can come 
into this city—men who are not connected with 
aay establishment here—and underbid all the | 


‘local printers? It is because the bidding is not 


merely on the composition and press work. The 
party takes his pay on the composition and press 
work. Ifthe orders are for short numbers, com- 
position and press work is to be high; if for long 
tumbers composition and press work will be 
comparatively low. The bidding being on the | 
press work and composition with a stipulation in 
regard to the quality of the paper, the parties | 
who really intend to get the contract, and at the | 
same time cheat us out of the due performance of 
it, come in and bid on composition and press work 
at a very low rate: whereas, the proprietors of 
the Union, the proprietors of the Intelligencer, the 
proprietors of the Republic, and the proprietors of | 
the various job establishments in this city, such | 
as Towers’, bid for the composition and press work | 
with the idea of performing the contract. But your 
adventurer comes here and bids on composition and | 
preas work at a low figure—below everybody | 
elfe—and then calculates to make up the difference | 
by supplying akind of paper utterly inferior. Thus | 
‘hese adventurers get the means of taking con- | 
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tracts. Now if we separate the supply of paper | 
from the éomposition and press work, they will 
have no margin: they will have to bid for the thing 
itself. As things now are managed they do not 
bid on the composition and press work alone; but 
combine it with the idea that they will cheat in the 
paper. All we have got to do, is to furnish our- 
selves with the paper. I am perfectly willing to 
say to the honorable Senator from Indiana, that if 
he will join with me in separating the supplyof 
paper from the composition and press work, i do 
not care what he does with the composition and 
wess work. I| think that strictly, it ought to be 
et out to the lowest bidder; but 1 do not care two 
straws, if it is distributed around among the 
various printing establishments of the eity; and if 
you are hard pressed for the want of a little sup- 
port for a political organ, why | will indulge you 
with a large slice; and you can take it all for 
aught I care.. The large fortune that has been 
made by one concern in this city, has been prineci- 
pally realized in the profit on paper. Ido not 
mean to accuse those gentlemen of cheating in the 


paper; for | have no idea that they did so. And | 


if this plan be carried out, and a contract be made 
with Donelson & Armstrong to do this great job 
—they to furnish their own paper—if they do not 
make a large fortune, am greatly mistaken. One 
hundred thousand dollars transferred from the pub- 
lic ‘Treasury to their private coffers, would be the 
very lowest figure which’ the amount of profits 
would probably reach. If they do the work, Lam 
perfectly willing they should have a reasonable 
profit. Iam willing they should have a profit of 
$5,000 or $10,000; and I would not find much fault 
if it were to be $20,000; but when you come to 
this business of handing over to men—lI care not 
who they are, whether they belong to the Union 
office, the National Intelligencer othce, or the Re- 
public office—large fortunes, I object to it in foto. 
It is of evil example. 

Mr. President, no man knows better than your- 
self, that the idea has got to be somewhat rife in 
the country, that men can come to Washington, 
spend one or two winters here, and carry large 
estates outof the city, obtained, too, from the Gov- 
ernment. I haveseen men about our public hotels 
smoking cigars, and enjoying themselves in a va- 
riety of ways, who come here and remain during 
a few sessions of Congress, and return home with 





large estates, obtained mn prosecuting claims before 
the Departments, before Congress, and before 
Commissioners here. When any man makes an 
enormous amount of profit here, on anything, no 
matter what it is, it brings a horde of people upon 
us: it is ruinous in every shape and form; and is 
doing infinite evil and infinite mischief to the coun- 
try. I am utterly opposed to this system. I 
have been in the habit of earning what little bread 
1 have eaten by the sweat of my brow; and all of 
us who are here in the two Houses of Congress, 
I believe, earn pretty well the pittance we receive 
in the form of compensation. When I am at 
home, like other honorable members of this body, 
[ devote myself to the duties of my profession, 
and endeavor, with other citizens of the country, 
to earn an honest livelihood. Butlam totally op- 
posed to this system of getting estates by filching 
from the Government—coming here with enor- 
mous claims for a quarter or a half million of dol- 
lars, and dividing the plunder with influential and 
able men, who are supposed to’ have an influence 
with this Secretary, or that board of Commission- 
ers. I say that is corrupt; itis of evil example; 
and therefore | resist this scheme. It is not de- 
signed, I know, to be a scheme of plunder, but I 
venture to say it will result in plunder. 

How is this contract to be enforced against 
Donelson & Armstrong? Suppose we enter into 


sUpulations with them, and they do not choose | 


exactly to perform them: suppose they do not 
furnish as good paper as the contract requires 
them to furnish: suppose they do not execute the 
work in the time stipulated—how is the contract 
to be enforced? Is it to be believed that a politi- 
cal majority of the two Houses of Congress get- 
ting up a. contract to support a political organ, 
will enforce that contract to the ruin of the pro- 
srietors of that organ? I say they never will do 
it; and I will not claim that the party with which 
I act stands on any higher ground in this respect 
than the Demnocratic party. I have lived one 
enough to understand that there is but little differ- 
ence 


etween parties in regard to men, although |, 
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there is some difference in regard to questions of 
public policy. We may have different views with 
regard to the questions whether we should encour- 
age our own domestic industry; whether we 
should have a system of harbor and river im- 
provements, And if lama Whig this day, it is 
simply because | believe that certain measures of 
public policy are indispensable to the public wel- 
fare; and it is not because | believe the Whig 
party, in general or in detail, iS any more pure or 
any more honest than the Democratic party. I 
might illustrate this,‘and show how the twe par- 
ties act when they give out jobs of this character 
to political organs, : 

t referredya while ago to gentlemen for whom 1 
have thé hizhest respect—the proprietors. of the 
National Intelligencer More pure, more henest 
or excelleat gentlemen do not live on the face of 
the earth. But in the Twenty-seventh Congress 
having a large Whig majority in the two Houses, 
we made an order that the public printer should 
do the printing at thé rates of IS19, with twenty 
per cent. off. We elected Gales & Seaton printers 
tor the House of Representatives, and Thomas 
Allen printer for the Senate. We went along very 
well, unul the last day of the Congress, (the 3d 
of March,)—and I would remind Senators that if 
any mischief is to be done, it is sure to be done 
on the 3d of March. There was then slipped 
into the appropriation. bill a provision repealing 
those rates, and paying the public printers the 
rates of 1819 in full. This is the history of the 
matter so far as the political party with which I 
im connected is concerned. l am inclined to 
think that [ am about as impartial on this subject 
as any other member of this honorable body; and 
1 sometimes think I am the only man entirely 


, 


competent to do justice to both parties in this 
matter. [Laughter.} 

I would refer to the case of Thomas Ritchie, 
who violated his ¢ontract in the most outra~eous 


manner. Efe was a printer, and made his co 


tract with his eyes open; and yet the House of 

. ‘ . . ° 
Representatives passed abil last year, giving Dim 
the rates of 1319, with fifiy per cent, off, Lhe 


On Print 
ing, for whom I have a sincer respect, has told 
us that that would have put two hundred thousand 
dollars into Mr. Ritchie's por ket So that I think 
the two parties stand exactly even. Itis a neck 
and neck-race between ‘* Eclipse’’ and ** Henry.’”’ 
In the Twenty-seventh Congress, we Whies 
had a majority. We made an order that the pub- 
lic printers should receive the rates of 1819, with 
twenty percent. off. When they accepted the of- 
fice of public printers under these rates, a contract 
was made thereby; and | have always believed 


honorable chairman of the Committee 


that we had no right to vote that money. Al- 
though I was then a member of the Houseof Rep- 
resentatives, | was not present at the ume. Ido 


not know what might have been done if I had hap- 
pened to be there. But it so happened, that ver y 
urgent professional engagements called me to my 
home some two or three days before the close of the 
Congress. Possibly I might have voted for it; I 
might have been persuaded to vote for it. And 
this is the way in which these things are usually 
done. 

If we make this contract, Donelson and Arm- 
strong will have money, and a good deal of it, out 
of the Treasury. Mr. Donelson is a gentieman 
who has occupied vegy conspicuous positions in 
our diplomatic relations; and long betore | knew 
him personally, | was taught, by a perusal of his 
corre spondence with the Government, to cherish 
sentiments of very high respect for him, as a man 
of talents and a man of high integrity. If you 
‘give these gentlemen this contract, | believe that 
they will manag: it in ihe same manner that other 
contracts have been managed. They will intend 
to do the business with integrity and with fidelity. 
But, suppose there shall be a defalcation in the 
paper; if you brought them right up to the mark, 
it might be ruinous to them. I ‘want to know if 
a political committee, or a pohtieal majority in the 
two Houses of Congress, will enforce the contract 
against them in such a case? No, they never will 
do it. 

[ have said that this is departmental printing. 
If the amendment shall pass, we separate the pa- 
per from the composition and press-work. There 
is one fact which I mubt state here. There is a 
stipulation in our contract for the Congressional 
printing, requiring that it shall be done on paper 
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r 
weighing fifty pounds to the ream. My worthy || 
friend, the chairman of the Committee on Print- 
ing, has obtained information which he will ex- | 
cuse me for mentioning: he has heard of cheat- 
ing among the manufacturers of paper. In 
modern tmes they have discovered a mode of in- 
troducing some mineral substance into paper to 
make it weigh some twenty-five per cent. more 
than the proper materials would weigh. I have | 
no idea that Donelson and Armstrong would 
buy such paper. But suppose you stipulate with 
them as you have stipulated with A. Boyd Ham- 
ilton, that the printing shall be done on paper 
weighing fifty pounds to the ream; I have ng idea | 
that gentlemen as respectable and honest as I be- 
lieve Donelson and Armstrong to be would, | 
knowingly, purchase such inferior paper: sup- 
pose, however, that it was their misfortune to 
have such paper, and they actually print the Cen- 
sus returns upon it: suppose when you get the | 
Census returns you should find the weight of the 
book to be made up of lead or some material im- 
properly intermixed with the paper,—are you go- 
ing to exact anything from these gentlemen? Are 
they to be made to stand up to their contract? 
W ould not the condition of the Union office then 
come into view? and would it not be said, We 
must not suffer our organ to be broken up? You 
never can enforce such a contract made with the 
proprietors of a political organ, by a_ political | 
committee, appointed by a political majority in 
the two Houses of Congress—certainly to sub- 
serve the public interest, not to support the organ, | 
i would not suggest such an idea as that, because 
it would involve an imputation on the motives of | 
honorable Senators, in which I never indulge. 

1 am in favor, then, of separating the supply of 
paper from the composition and press-work, in the | 
printing of the two Houses of Congress, for then 
printers can stand face to face, and bid on the 
composition and press-work, the prices of which 
are well known to everybody. The market prices 
of,composition and pressework are just as well 
known as the price of cotton in Texas. The diffi- 
culty heretofore has been that the contractors have 
had a vast margin under the head of cheating in 
paper. If that margin is taken away, it is all that 
wanted. If that is done I do not care what 
you do as to composition and press-work. I 
would be very well satisfied to distribute that work 
amongst the various printing establishments in the 
city; and lam not certain that! would not say that I 
would allow no one tocompete for composition and 

yress-work unless he were a resident of the city of 

Vashington, and had his establishment here: for | 
wish to keep these adventurers oft of this matter. I 
feel a sincere respect and sympathy for the press | 
here, and am willing myselftodo somethingtowards | 
sustaining it. I think that, strictly, the composi- | 
tion and press work ought to be given to the low- } 
est bidder, butif you choose to distribute it among 
the printing offices here, I will not object; or if | 
you choose to elect a printer to do it, still I have | 
no objection. But 1 do object to this old corrupt | 
system of enabling men by being elected printers 
to Congress to make largé fortunes mainly by de- 
faleations in paper. It ts corrupt in its tendency. 
It is of evilexample. It serves to disseminate in 
the country the idea that a man can, by undue 
means, make a fortune out of the Government of 
the United States. Indeed, our Government has 
made progress, and I am sosry to say it, in cor- 
ruption, during the past few years, which should 
awaken and alarm all good citizens of the country. 

When I came into Congress the received opin- 
ion among members was, that the expenditures of 
the Government should, in no event, exceed about 
twenty-one millions of dollars per annum; and I 
remember very well that the expenditures by 
General Jackson’s and Mr. Van Buren’s admin- 
istrations, of about twenty-one millions of dollars 
per annum, during what is usually denominated 
the Harrison campaign, was held up in contrast 
with the expenditure of the administration under 
John Quincy Adanmis, as being perfectly enormous 
and in the highest degree corrupt. But what now 
is the state of things? These expenditures have 
been carried from twenty millions up to about 
fifty millions of dollars; and it is a painful duty 
for me to discharge when I say, what I verily be- 
lieve, that corruption and extravagance in the 
Government have increased just about in the 
same proportion as the increase of our expendi- 
tures—more than one hundred per cent. It is 


is 
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high time that public attention should be called to | 
this matter. . 

I have already occupied more of the time of the 
Senate than [ intended to occupy; and I am sensi- 
ble that I have given my views, such as they | 
are, to the Senate in a very imperfect form; but I 
intended to have gone into the subject of the enor- | 
mous expenditures under the head of printing— 
and here | wish to speak of one evil that flows from | 
giving the public printing out to political favorites 
by a majority of the two Houses of Congress. 
The tendency of it is, in my opinion, to enhance 
the amount of expenditures enormously under one | 
party or another. I say that if a majority of the 
two Houses of Congress arrogate to themselves 
the power of giving out the printing upon consid- | 
erations of political favoritism, it influences, in a 
very considerable degree, the number of copies | 
that are to be printed. When you embark in the 
matter of political favoritism, avowedly, or if not 
avowedly, really; when you make a contract | 
under this feeling, is there not a strong temptation | 
held out to the majority to augment unduly the | 
quantity of matter ordered to be printed? d do 
not say that any such purpose is entertained here 
in regard to this printing. I do not say that any 
honorable member of this body would intention- 
ally do any such thing; but I do say that such is | 
the tendency. I believe that this principle of po- | 
litical favoritism has operated heretofore in the 
procuring of an undue increase of the amount 
of printing ordered by the two Houses of | 
Congress. Perhaps honorable Senators and hon- | 
orable members of the House of Representa- | 
tives have hardly been aware of the presence of | 
the motive in their own minds; perhaps it would 
not be so with a majority of the members; a con- 
siderable number may be in favor of printing a 
large number of any particular document without | 
reference to any consideration of that character; | 
yet a few, with a view to favor the public printer, | 
a political favorite, might be induced to think that | 
on the whele they would favor the proposition, al- 
though, otherwise, they would be opposed to it. 

I have before me some statistics in regard to 
the Congressional printing, which | obtained from 
the office of the Register of the Treasury. I will 
not occupy the time of the Senate by going inio 
anv details. I wish to give some statistics, and | 
then conclude this branch of my remarks. The 
aggregate amount paid for the printing of the two 
Houses during the Twenty-seeond Congress, the | 
first Coneress under General Jackson’s adminis- 
tration, was $142,685 65; for the Twenty-third 
Congress, $353,429 18, being a great deal more 
than double the cost of printing for the preceding 
Congress; for the Twenty-fourth Congress the | 
amount was $154,221 17; for the ‘T'wenty-fifth 
Congress, $218,047 59; for the Twenty-sixth 
Congress, $190,824 59; for the Twenty-seventh | 
Congress, $293,457 38—that was a Whig Gon- 
gress, and it seems to have gone pretty deep into | 
the ‘Treasury under the head of printing; for the 
Twenty-eighth Congress the amount paid for 
printing was $356,431 65; for the ‘Twenty-ninth 
Congress, $259,596 75. 

That closed the old system of choosing politi- | 
cal favorites to be printers to both Houses. Now | 
we come to the new system. For the Thirtieth | 
Congress, the printing cost $182,887 12. I have | 
a statement here of what has been paid out of the 
Treasury for the printing’of the last Congress. It 
is $125,783 36; but I understand that there is a | 
considerable amount of work yet to be done. 
Therefore we cannot yet tell what will be the | 
aggregate expenditures for the printing of the 
Thirty-first Congress. Thus, since General Jack- | 
son came into power, the enormous sum of | 
$2,277,364 40 has been expended in printing fog) 
the two Houses of Congress. I do not hesitate to || 
say that egery penny of this over half a million of | 
dollars was completely thrown away. We have | 
printed almost everything of which the human | 
mind could conceive, until we were converting || 
Congress into one vast book concern, as our hon- || 
ored friend, the former Senator from Missouri, | 
(Mr. Benton) used to express it, 

Now, then, I will admit that we are brought to 
a period when we ought to consider what we are || 
to do in regard to Congressional printing. I } 
have thrown out these views in a mapner-which I | 

confess is somewhat embarrassed and imperfect, | 
resulting in a great degree from a weakness of my | 
lungs at the present time, laboring, as I do, under |; 


| ten thousand. 


is, that ten 
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acold. Yet I do think that there is j 
ject matter that is entirely worthy 0 
and I want my Northwestern friends particular 
to consider it. We ask nothing for our State- wd 
are not petitioners here for the assistance of Con. 
gress in any form, for improvements of our lines 
bors and rivers, or for appropriations of public 
lands in aid of railroads. They are asked and 
demanded, and required in the Northwestern Sec. 
tion of our Union, and I stand ready to accord 
them, and will do so most cheerfully.” But to en- 
able us to do it, | demand, and shall insist 
proper economy in all the Departments of th. 
Government. here shall we begin? [ think 
some reformation is necessary, and I think the 
very first thing we should do is to reform our. 
selves, reform Congress, reform the extravagant 
and wild expenditure which we have had here 
And how are we to do it? Not by making the 
public printing a matter of favoritism, but by dis. 
pensing it, as [ conceive, under the provisions of 
existing laws, though I should like to have such 
modifications made as I have suggested in these 
remarks. 

What have we before us, Mr. President? ang 

what are the results at which we have arrived? 
This -is not Congressional “printing; it is depart. 
mental printing. Then I say the number of copies 
should be specified; and in regard to that, there is 
a blank to be filled in my amendment. I wish to 
say a few words on that subject in this place. In 
1839, when Congress onell a law for taking the 
Sixth Census, they made a provision for printing 
the returns; and¥ they then ordered ten thousand 
copies of the returns to be printed. Now, what 
number of copies shall we order at this time? | 
have great difficulty as to making any order about 
it, until | know what is the magnitude of the 
work, If itis to be a very large work, as I be- 
lieve it will be, I am for a small number of copies, 
I doubt exceedingly whether we ought to exceed 
I know we have more States now 
than we had in 1840. We have added five addi- 
tional States since that time; we have a vastly 
larger extent of territory, and a much larger pop- 
ulation. ‘Therefore I will not complain if honor- 
able Senators,should propose to print twelve 
thousand coy In the T'wenty-sixth Congress 
I believe ten thousand copies of the returns of the 
Sixth Census were ordered to be printed, and in 
the Twenty-seventh Congress we ordered a com- 
pendium to be made, and twenty thousand copies 
of it to be printed. 

I am opposed to any compendium of this census. 
Blair & Rives obtained a very large and lucrative 
job in printing the original returns cf the Sixth 
Census; and I hope it was not the purpose of the 
Whig Twenty-seventh Congress to givé a job in 
the form of a compendium to the Madisonion news- 
paper then printed inthis city. That compendium 
cost a large sum, and I believe it never was of the 
least practical utility. J do not believe it necessary 
to print a vast number of such a document as this 
to circulate all over the country. It will be of no 
use. Congress must have a proper supply—the 
Congressional Library, the Departments, the State 
governments, the leading seminaries of learning, 
and the literary institutions of the country, should 
be well supplied. As for putting this census into 
the hands of a vast multitude of people in this 
country, it is, in my judgment, utterly absurd and , 
ridiculous. It is of vary little use, except to Con- 
gress, to enable it to make an apportionment of 
the members of the House of Representatives 
among the respective States, and to furnish sta- 
tistics of the population and of the business of the 
country. But who are the men who are com- 
petent to deal with the contents of the census In 
this regard? Only staticians—very learned men, 
and there are a very féw of them in this country. 
I am perfectly free to admit that I should myself 
be utterly incompetent for such an undertaking of 
this sort, although there may be members of this 
body who may be competent. I would therefore 
have no compendium—I would print a limited 
number of copies of this work. My own belief 
ousand or twelve thousand copies 
will be an abundant supply for the entire country. 
You ought to have some copies to send to Europe, 
to interchange with foreign Governments, and per- 
haps some to send to some of the leading semj- 
naries of learning in Europe. 

After we have ampialt Congress, the Genera] 
Government; the State governments, and the va- 
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— seminaries of learning, and —_ copies to the | employed abandoned us, and abandoned their con 
Foreign Ambassadors, I think we shall have gone | tracts. I have come to the conclusion that it is 
ite as far as the public interests require. I am, | immaterial what kind of contract we make, or how 
therefore, for filling up the blank in this amend- || guarded it may be, we cannot get the work laid on 
ment, as at present advised, with ten thousand || our tables in the manner we contract for it. I 
-opies; but I will not even object to twenty thou- || was even disposed to tolerate that in view of the 
ead copies, if honorable members desire that |, repeated decisions of the Senate, so long as it ap- 
suber; but I should be utterly opposed to print- | phed to work of an ordinary character. But | 
> a compendium such as was ordered by the | was unwilling to see this class of service; | wag 
Twenty-seventh Congress, because I believe there || unwilling to see returns so valuable as I consid- 
. no real practical utility in such a work. ered these returns to be, printed on the kind of pa- 
Having demonstrated, as I trust I have, con- || per and in the manner in which our public print- 
sively, that this is departmental printing; hav || ing hasbeen hithertodone. Hence | proposed, in 
» shown. that the law of 1842 1s now in full || the resolution, that the committee should have a 
force; having shown that that law has worked |; discretionary power; not that they should be abso- 
well, and that all contracts under that law have | lutely ns to contract with these parties, but 
een performed; having shown that the public | that they should contract with them provided they 
weasure has been economized in a very consider- |, would make a contract for work upon reasonable 
able degree by the operation of that law; having terms, done in the manner the committee would 
shown, a8 I trust I have, that the public interests — 
in every regard, require that that law should be nder this resolution, the committee will have 
maintained, and that the law which provides for || enlarged powers. They will have a right to say 
the printing of the two Houses of Congress should | that they will pay so much for paper, so much for 
be amended, | ask, upon what principle is it that |, composition, and so much for press-work; and I 
any one member can rise in his place and demand |; hope that, if the resolution shall pass, the contract 
the passage of the original resolution submitted || for the paper, and the contract for the composition 
wv my honorable friend from Indiana, and upon |, and press-work will be separate. I believe that, in 
what principle can any one object to the amend- | this way, we shall get the work better done. They 
ment which I have proposed, separating the sup- || have the wet! to say on what kind of paper the 
nly of paper from the composition and the press- | work shall be done, and how much they will give 
work and from the binding, and requiring the | for the composition, and how much for the press- 
Secretary Of the Interior, with proper securities || work. 
and under proper supervision, to let out allthree | The printing provided for in this resolution is 
matters to the lowest bidder, which I am entirely | not covered by any general law. ‘That, the com- 
sure can be done, and will secure this printing |, mittee have already decided and reported to this 
more effectually than in any other form which can || body. ‘This printing is not disposed of; and 
be proposed ? the question is, What disposition will the Senate 
| was near overlooking one single point. If | make of it? The gentleman says we are in hot | 
a majority of the Senate (which I[ can hardly be- || haste; that we are too early; that an effort is made 
lieve) shall reject my proposed amendment, then I | by this resolution to reward a partisan press. 
have prepared another amendment, upon which I The honorable Senator ~—— forgets that at 
shall ask my honorable friend from Indiana to | the last session of Congress he himself proposed 
reflect, and which I think will meet with his con- || in the Committee on Printing to give this very 
currence—that is, to give the composition and |} work to the Republic. Hot. haste! It was not 
press-work to Donelson & Armstrong upon such || too early at the fast session of Congress to agitate 
tems as the committee may think reasonable; || the question. 
but at the same time to require the Secretary of Mr. SMITH. As the honorable Senator never 
the Interior to contract with the lowest bidder for || has attended any of the meetings of the Commit- 
the paper, and also for the binding of the work. || tee on Printing, I presume he makes the statement 
If the proposition I now make shal] be rejected, I || that I was in favor of giving the printing of the 
shall then consider it as settled—so far asa major- || census returns to the Republic on the authority of 
ity of the Senate are concerned—that they are de- | others. All 1 have to say is, that the gentleman 
termined to put this work, to some extent at least, | is entirely misinformed. FF 
in the hands of Donelson & Armstrong, and I Mr. BRIGHT. If 1am not correct I-hope the 
shall then feel it to be my duty to make an en- || chairman of the Committee on Printing will cor- 
deavor to improve the proposition in other modes. || rect me. 
In this way, if it shall be the pleasure of the body Mr. BORLAND. I presume the statement of 
to patronize the establishment of Donelson & Arm- |, the Senator from Indiana was made on informa- 
strong, (and I admit that it is a highly respectable | tion received from me. He is mistaken, however, 
one,) it will have a very ample patronage, and a__ in supposing,that I said the Senator from Con- 
very large and lucrative job to do the composition || necticui proposed to give this —— to the Re- 
and press-work. It will be a job which I will | public. 1 did say that the Senator from Connecti- 
venture to say will furnish them with all the sup- | cut was in favor of the proposition made by the 
plies which will be required under present emer- | Superintendent of the Census to leave the printing 
gencies. I have no feeling.on the subject. Iam |, to Mencamd have it executed at thattime. Whether 
simply doing a public duty, and I leave the sub- || he would have had it done at the Republic office or 
ject in the hands of the Senate, with the assurance | elsewhere I do not know. But the Superintendent 
that for one, I intend to acquiesce cheerfully in | of, the Census did express a wish—and that sub- 
whatever may be the decision of a majority of this | ject came before the committee—to be permitted 
honorable body. to. have the printing executed as he might think 
Mr. BRIGHT. I am very anxious that a vote || proper at that time. The committee decided that 
should be taken on the resolution this evening. I || an arrangement of that sort could not be entered 
have heretofore said more on the subject than I | into, because the census bill itself, after providing 
expected to say at the time I introduced the reso- || for the execution of the preliminary printing, re- 
luuon, and yet there is much in the speech of the || quired that the report of a plan for publishing the 
honorable Senator who has just taken his seat | census should be made to Cimntees at the present 
that deserves a reply. Much of it, however, || session, and that the printing of the census returns 
does not meet the question before the Senate. At || should be done as this Congress should direct. 
the time’ offered this resolution, my sole object || Thaerefore they did not feel authorized to enter 
was to secure the performance of a work which | |, into any arrangement, or give their assent to any- 
thought would be of great service to the public. I || thing of that kind. I then understood the Senator 
can assure the honorable Senator that I had no |; from Connecticut, and I now understand him, to 
such motives in view as he would seem to impute |, have been in favor of the arrangement proposed 
tome. It is true that I named in the resolution |, by the Superintendent of the Census. 
which I offered the individuals who were to per-|| Mr. SMITH. I wish to say a word on this 
form theservice. Andwhy? For the reason that, |, subject. It is very unusual, I believe, to bring 
upon inquiry, I ascertained that they were in pos- || into the Senate conversations in the rooms of the 
session of the materials; that they were so situated || committees of this body. 
that they could go forward with the work imme- || Mr. BRIGHT. I refer for my information to 
diately,“ provided they could get'a fair price for it. | ‘a debate that came up on a collateral question at 
I beg leave to remark, that ever since T inte been || the last session. I have not the debates before 
a member of this body, unti! this session, I |) me, but I think that I can turn to them and show 
ave advocated the contract system, and I only || that the honorable Senator from Connecticut ex- 


gentleman who has charge of the Census Bureau 
the privilege of making a contract for this print- 
ing. The inference follows as a matter of course 
that it would have taken the direction which I in- 
dicated. 

Mr. SMITH. 1 do not know what the gentle- 
man may find recorded in the debates of the Sen- 
ate, as having been said by me, but I know that I 
never entertained any such view as that. I must 
also say,in very broad terms, that my friend from 
Arkansas [Mr. Boranp] is entirely mistaken. I 
do not know but that I may have used language 
from which he properly inferred what he seems 
to have inferred; but I have never entertained any 
such views, but have been from the beginning to- 
tally opposed to breaking up the contract system. 
And if I felt at liberty to state to the Senate the 
appeals which have been made to me by some of 
my own political friends in this city, proprietors 
of political presses, or at least of one of them, in 
regard to this very thing, and in furtherance of 
the views of the 
ana 

Mr. BRIGHT.: I gave way for an explana- 
tion. I hope the honorable Senator from Con- 
necticut will not extend his remarks. 

Mr. SMITH. I was not going to extend my 
remarks further; but | wished to say that if I feit 
at liberty to bring the matters to which I have al- 
luded before the Senate, nobody would have any 
doubt with regard to the position which I now 
occupy, and ever have occupied, on this subject. 

Mr.CLARKE. If the honorable Senator from 
Indiana will give way, I will move an adjourn- 
ment. 7 ; 

Mr. BRIGHT. I desire to conclude what little 
I have to say on this subject this evening. 1 think 
I see a disposition on the part of the Senate to 
vote on the resolution this evennfe. 

Mr. DAWSON, Mr. CLARKE, and others. 
You cannot et a yote to-night. 

Mr. BADGER. 1 hope the Senator will give 
way. It is now late. . 

Mr. BRIGHT. I yield. 


On motion, the Senate adjourned. 


honorable Senator from Indi- 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mownpay, January 12, 1852. 

The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 

The Journal of Friday last was read and ap- 
yroved. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. There is, I understand, 
upon the Speaker’s table a bill which has been 
returned from the Senate with an important amend- 
ment. Itis the bill making appropriation for the 
repair of the Capitol. It ought to be acted upon; 
and if there be any objection, I shall move a sus- 
pension of the rules, with a view of taking it up, 
and in order that we may act upon the amendment 
ef the Senate. 


THE LAWS OF NEW MEXICO. 

The SPEAKER. The first business in order 
is the proposition to reconsider the vote by which 
the laws of the Territory of New Mexico were 
ordered to be printed. That being a privileged 


motion, it must be first disposed of before a 
motion to suspend the rules can be entertained. 
Mr. WEIGHTMAN. I was not, Mr. Speaker, 
in my place when this debate took place, and 
when the gentleman from Arkansas [Mr. Joun- 
son] made his motion to reconsider the order to 
print the laws of New Mexico; and I hope if he 
¥ not prevented by any important matter of prin- 
ciple from so doing, that he will withdraw his op- 
eposition. Iam desirous that any suspicion, which 
may be harbored in the mind of any gentleman 
upon this floor, in reference to the laws of New 
Mexicg—that they contain anything hostile or 
anything inconsistent with the existence of the 
most kindly respect towards the Government and 
eople of the United States—may be discharged 
cS the fullest investigation. The gentleman fram 
Arkansas, [Mr. Jonnson,} and other gentlemen, 
are, | believe, mistaken in supposing that these 
laws have ever been printed. Heretofore the laws 
of the Kearny code, as it is called, were reénacted 
in such words as these: ‘** And all that portion of 
‘the Kearny codeand laws of Mexico, not incon- 
‘sistent with the Constitution of the United States 
‘and the laws passed by this Legislature, are 
‘ hereby reénacted.”’ That is all that the gentle- 


abandoned: it when I found ‘that the men we || pressed a preference at that time for giving to the |, man can find upon this subject. They never have 
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been printed,to my knowledge; and I hope the 


and allow the laws to be printed. 


[A message in writing was here received from | 
the President of the United States, by the hands 
of his Private Secretary, Mituarp P. Firimore.] | 


Mr. RICHARDSON. This is the first instance, 

I believe—certainly the first 1 have been able to 
find—when the laws of a Territory have been sent 
here without being printed. It has been the inva- 
riable practice of Congress and of this House, 
from the foundation of the Government to the 
present time, to send those laws to the Committee 
on Territories. I know of no very good reason 
why they have been sent there. I do not recol- 
lect any instance in which they have reported upon 
‘them. ‘They have been invariably sent there in 
printed form; and it may be, if we depart from 
the custom of Congress on this subject, we may 
see the necessity arise for such action. I think it 
is necessary that these laws should be printed and 
sent to that committee, whose duty it Is to exam- 
ine them, and see what they are. , 


that committee, at a former Congress, that some 


members of the committee at all times examined | 


the laws passed by the Territories—though few in 
number—sent to them. ‘Those Territories are 
now increased; they are remote and distant from 
us, and their lezislation becomes a matter of deep 
importance to us in some instances. I do not 


know, and I do not believe, that there is anything || 


unproper in the legislation of New Mexico. Ido 
not know such to be the fact in any of. the Terri- 
tories, 
should be brought before the country. Every 
gentieman should have the opportunity of exam- 
ining them, if he # disposed to do so; and it may 
become important hereafter, in relatian to another 


Territory, to which we have given laws, and to | 
I think | 
it is necessary, then, that this motion to reconsider | 
should not prevail; And that those laws should be | 
printed, that they may come before the committee; | 


which we are bound to give government. 


and that gentlemen here and elsewliere may have 


an opportunity of examining them, to ascertain | 
It is true, sir, that in the Terri- | 


what they are, 
tory from which they come, a large portion of the 
citizens there have but recently been brought into 
the United States. We have a guardianship to 


some extent over them; and if wé do not expect | 
to find anything wrong or improper in those laws, | 


still it is necessary that we should examine them. 
Mr. CLARK. 1 wish to inquire if this is not 


resolution day, and whether the regular order of 


business is not to call the States in order? 

The SPEAKER, It is: but this is a privileged 
question, and must be first disposed of. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. 


to answer the question of the gentleman from New 


Mexico, [Mr. Weiteurman,] and then submit two | 


or three remarks in regard to thismatter. I made 


the motion te reconsider at the last session of this | 


Hiouse. I would withdraw that motion to gratify 
the gentleman, but I believe that the motive which 


he has“chiefly in view is entirely a mistaken one, | 


I have no idea myself, nor do I believe any one 
else has, that there is anything wrong in the legis- 
lation of that Territory. If I thought so, Ll would 
be willing to incur any amount of expense that 
might be necessary to enable this House to correct 
any wrong legislation there. j 
tion having any effect in the shape of a reflection 
upon the legislation of that Territory, it is rather 
an exhibition of the confidence of this House tm 
its legislation. 
lingness in the world to gratify that gentleman, 
{Mr. Weientrman]—I shall decline to withdraw 
the motion to reconsider. But to look at the mat- 


. . . . : a ‘se 
ter of printing itself, | submit to the House, if | 
they will examine the matter, they will find that | 
these laws,:when printed, will form a respectable | 


sized volume. Now, | would be glad if any gen- 
tleman will inform me how many copies of it will 
have to be printed. I presume there will be enough 


printed for every member of this House, and | 


enough extras for the committees to act upon, and 
still a Surplus beyond what will be so required. I 
am aware of the fact that the Government of the 
United States has to pay all the expenses of the 


government of every Territory, and that in paying - 
those expenses, the printing these laws comes in as 


a part. But they will have to be printed at home. || with our position as a National Legislature to the 


have no doubt, | 
sir, that while you and myself were members of 


It is necessary, however, that these things | 


I wish merely | 


So farfrom my mo- | 


For these reasons—with all wil- ||, them at all, if the committee will merely take the | 


| pains to run through them. 
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If'we pay a double expense of having them printed | Territories. Itought not to amount : 
gentleman will withdraw his motion to reconsider, || again here, there will be but this limited number || ‘sideration. 
| printed, which will not be sufficient to answer the 
} purposes of home consumption. 


Then the only object there can be in incurring 
this unnecessary expense in printing is this, that 


| we may have perfectly in our power to run 
y I I 


through a long list of laws passed by a Territory, 
the substance of which we van ascertain, in ‘nine 


cases out of ten, or in twenty-nine cases out of 


thirty, just by a casual glance at the titles of the 
laws. Now, this matter has been referred to the 
Committee on Territories; and 1 suggest whether 
it would not be wise for them to run through those 
laws by their titles, and report back to the House 


| such, which will not be ten at the outside, as they 


desire to have printed. 
request at once. 

‘Then where is the necessity for printing all these 
laws, of such varied character? Almost 


The House will grant the 


and with the varied character of the enactments 
thereof; hence he must see how perfectly futile, 
idle, and useless it will be to print all these laws 
of the Territory of New Mexico, with the view to 
any practical good? If they were never to be 
printed elsewhere, | would say print; but they are 
to be printed at home, and it is not necessary to 
print them here. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. If the gentleman from 
Arkansas (Mr. Jounson] will allow me to inter- 
rupt him, I will say that the labors of the Com- 
mittee on Territories are going to be pretty ar- 
duous. We have gone far enough to see that. It 
will take the committee some time to determine 
what they want printed, ifanything. The expense 
of printing is not very great, and the amount that 
will be printed will be the usual quantity ordered 
by the House, for the use of the House. It may 
become very important, hereafter, that these laws 
should be printed. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. The gentleman 
refers to the amount of labor devolving upon the 
Committee on Territories. How long will it take 


to turn over fifty, sixty, or a hundred pages of 


manuscript, when there will never, probably, be 
more than one title upon a page, and look out 
those acts which the committee wish printed, and 
report them to the House, without taking the 
trouble of any. deeper investigation? 

{Here a message was received from the Senate 
by the hand of Assury Dickins, Esq., their 
Secretary, accompanied by several bills, which 
had passed that body. ] 

Mr. JOHNSON, (resuming.) 
printing these laws, then, is merely, as [ have 
sated, for the purpose of enabling the committee 
to examine them. The amount of labor which 
they have to encounter, is, as it seems to me, a 
matter of moonshine, for the honorable chairman 
of that committee himself says that it is not prob- 
able that they will*want many of them printed. 
It is very probable, he says, that they will want 
none, never heard of one that was printed by 
the order. of this House from any cause of neces- 
sity growing out of their consideration here. It is 
not necessary to the power of supervision of this 
Congress over those laws. It is not necessary 
that we should adopt or that we should approve 
them. ‘They stand as the laws of this land, unless 
they are taken up by the House, considered, and 
rejected. So that we do not have to approve them 
by any action, and it is only by positive acts that 
they ever stand rejected. Under these circum- 
stances, it seems to me that every guarantee that is 
necessary, is left to us for security without pyinting 


p I will say in con- 
clusion, that so far as I have anything to do wit 
it, l am done with it, I am perfectly willing that 
these laws shall be printed, if it be the desire of the 
House; and if I had been satisfied that there was 
a decided majority in favor of it, I would never 
have made the motion at all. 


Mr. CARTTER. 


Mexico. I understand the objection made by 


| him to be based upon pecuniary considerations, 


chiefly. It is a sufficient answer to that objection, 
as it appears to me, that pecuniary considerations 
amount to nothing, comparatively, when contrasted 


every | 
| member is familiar with the laws of his own State, 


The object of 


The question made by the | 
| chairman of the Committee on Territories is, 
| whether we will order the printing, and thus 
| bring before this body the territorial laws of New | 

















; a to any cop. 
atis our position here? 
_ the organic law of that Territory we susta 
| same relation to it that the President of the Unit 
Stotes does to the legislation of this body. ~ 
| our duty to examine and approve or disapproys 
of their legislation. And the proposition js mad 
| here to deprive this body of the means of dies 
mining its own judgment “of approval or disap. 
| proval. In the case of New Mexico, I presi, 
that their legislation is squared to the Constitution 
| of the United States—that it is subordinate to the 
organic law of the Territory. ¥ 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Before the wen. 
tleman goes any further, I will correct him upon 
one point. No proposition is made to deprive the 
Heuse of the power of examination into it—po, 
at all. You cannot define it in that manner. _ 
Mr. CARTTER. | define my own ideas in my 
own language, and when I wish to use a diction. 
ary, I hope the gentleman will permit me to select 
my own. The proposition is to cut off the print. 
ing of these laws, and to shut them up in the ay. 
| chives of a court; and if it is not one to shut they 
out from the criticism and personal examinatio 
of this House, I do not understand the force of , 
/ measure. Now, sir, I do* not know but they 
are all right, and, as I have remarked before, in 
pursuance of and in subordination to the Consij- 
tution of the United States and the organic law of 
the Territory. Whether right or wrong, is imma. 
terial to my position—I do know that this House 
| is the responsible body to know whether they are 
right or wrong; and I know that the suppression, 
or the denial of the privilege of reading then— 
| for it amounts to that—is a denial of the privilege 
| of judgment. 
| Now, to asingle remark of the gentleman from 
Illinois, [Mr. Ricuarpson,] that the Territories 
are multiplying; that they are measuring greater 
distances from us; that their relations to us are be- 
coming more interesting, and that these relations 
are becoming more complicated with the machin- 
ery of this Government. And precisely as you 
multiply their number, increase their distance, and 
augment the complication of their relations, pre- 
cisely in that ratio rises the responsibility of this 
body, and the necessity of a thorough examina- 
tion of what they do, with a view of preserving 
the organic law of that Territory. I have no 
doubt of the ability of the gentleman in relation 
to monetary affairs; but he will agree with me, 
that this is but a two-and-sixpenny question of 
printing. I have no doubt that he has examined 
all these laws and knows they are all right; but 
he will not ask us to indorse his opinion. | go 
for light. I go for displaying them before the 
American people, that they may know what their 
infant brethren are about—that we may know 
it—that we may stand guard over these Territo- 
ries under the Constitution, and under their or- 
ganic law; and that if there is anything wrong, it 
may not be permitted to steal into a precedent, to 
become an authority, without our knowing it. 
Let us not shift the responsibility upon the com- 
| mittee in this respect, although hat committee is 
an able one and will perform its duty. 
printing. . 
Mr. RICHARDSON. The cost of printing 
this document will be about $100. The —— 
of our deliberation is about $800 per hour. Upon 
the score of economy, I just submit the question, 
| whether it is cheapest to have this printed, or to 
debate it an hour? If I had the chance, I would 
move the previous question. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I think the true 
| course in this matter would have been to refer,the 
| question to the Committee on Territories. That 


Under 
mM the 


Suge 


on 


I £0 for 


| committee could have examined these laws and 


all the papers accompanying them, and when 
| they make their report back to the House if could 
be with a recommendation to print the whole 
document, or such part of it as they thought 
might be necessary. It is certainly not custom- 
ary, I think, to print when first a subject 1s re- 
ferred to one of the standing committees. I will 
not consume the time of the House; but I think 
our true course and best policy would be to recon- 
| sider the vote ordering this document to be print- 
"ed, and refer the question to the Committee on 
|| Territories, let them examine the laws, and report 
|| back to the House whether4t is necessary to print 
| allor any part of them, I ask for the previous 
| question. 
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“Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I move to lay 

the motion to reconsider upon the table; which 

stion was agreed to. 4 

So the motion was laid upon the table. 

THE FOUNDATION OF THE ADDITIONS TO 
THE CAPITOL. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair begs leave to 


m«¢ 


gtate, : . . 
here was pending a resolution introduced by the 
vvvtleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. McNair, ] 
gentleman r Syivanla, (| .vir. L ’ 
ypon ‘ 
nad been called. Is there a second? 

Mr. MeMULLIN. Let the resolution be read. 

The resolution was read by the Clerk, as fol- 
jows: f ‘ ; 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to inquire into 
the firmness aad stability of the foundation of the extension 
of the Capitol now laid, and whether the strength of the 
stone be sufficient to uphold the superstructure about to be 
erected thereon. 


that at the adjournment on last Monday | 


the adoption of which the previous question | 


The call for the previous question was then sec- | 


onded, and the main question ordered to be put. 

' he question now being upon the adoption of 
the resolution, it was put, and there were, upon a 
division—ayes 107, noes 28. 

So the resolution was adopted. 


REPAIRS AND RENEWAL OF THE LIBRARY. 


Mr. CLINGMAN. I renew the motion to sus- 
pend the rules, with the view of taking up the bill 
from the Senate making appropriation to meet the 
expenses incurred in consequence of the late fire 
atthe Capitol, which comes back to us with an 
amendment. 

The question being put, the motion was agreed 
to. 

So the rules were suspended. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. [think it may be neces- 
sary, as the bill provides for an appropriation of 
money, that | should move to suspend the rule re- 
quiring this bill to go to the Committee ofthe Whole, 
which Ido. I make the motion with a view of 
having the House pass the bill at once. I under- 
stand this appropriation of $10,000 which the Sen- 
ate recommends for the purchase of books 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman suspend 
his remarks until the amendment of the Senate is 
read ? 

Mr. CLINGMAN yielded. 

The amendment of the Senate was read by the 
Clerk, as follows: 

To add as an additional section, the following, viz: 

ind be it further enacted, That the sum of $10,000 be 
andthe same is hereby appropriated for the purchase of 
books for the Library of Congress, to be expended under 
the direction of the Joint Committee on the Library. 


Mr. CLINGMAN. I was about to say that I 
am informed that, with this sum of $10,000, and 
the standing appropriation of $5,000, they will be 
able to get those books we are most in need of. 
Such books can be procured in the course of two 
or three weeks in the principal cities. 
time,sby passing another bill which has come in 
from the Senate, and I presume is upon our table, 
making an appropriation of $1,200 to fit up acou- 





| read. 


In that | 


ple of rooms by throwing them together, so as to | 


furnish a temporary library room, we can have 
those books within our reach which we are most in 
need of. I hope there will be no objection, but that 
all will concur in thatamendment. I have no dispo- 
sition to speak upon it, but wish that it may pass. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 will inquire of 
the chairman of the Library Committee on the 
part of the House, if that committee have exam- 


ined and approved of this amendment for an ap- 
propriation ? 

Mr. CHANDLER. 
answer the gentleman. 
the amendment, because it was not before the com- 
mittee at its last meeting. The committee shave 
ad a meeting, and have been over with care the 
list of books. They have selected a large number 
of daily account amongst the members, but which 


If lam permitted I will 


We have not examined | 


will cost considerable. The passage of that amend- | 


ment will facilitate the acquisition of these books, 
Which it will indeed be necessary to procure, They 


THE CONGRESSIONAL. GLOBE. — 


HUNGARIAN EXILES. 


Mr. STANLY. Lask the unanimous consent 
of the House to offer a resolution, which I wish 
to refer to the Committee of the Whole, if objec- 
tion be made to it. ~ 

Mr. FICKLIN. I will inquire what is the reg- 
ular order of business? 

The SPEAKER. Thecall upon States for res- 
olutions. 

Mr. FICKLIN. I eall, then, for the orders. 

Mr. STANLY. Ihad the ffoor before that mo- 
tion was made, and was recognized by the Chair. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has a right 
to move to suspend the rules. 

Mr. FICKLIN. Iask that the resolution be 
I have no disposition to objeet. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 


A Joint Resolution requesting the President of the United 
States to inquire into the condition of certain Hungarian 
exiles now in New York, and providing means for the 
relief of their suffering should it be found to exist. 
Whereas information has reached Congress, that there 

is great suffering among the exiles from Hungary now in 

the city of New York, many of whom are believed to be in 
danger of dying by starvation and the inclemency of the sea 
son: therefore, 

Resolved hy the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, Vhat 
the President be authorized and requested to inquire into 
the truth of said information ; and if it appear to be true, 
that he be authorized to take such steps as he thinks preper 
to relieve their suffering, until homes can be provided tor 
them, and for that purpose the sum of thousand dol 
lars is hereby appropriated out of any money in the Treas 
ury not otherwise appropriated. 


Mr. STANLY called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

Mr. KING, of New York. I desire to ask the 
gentleman from@forth Carolina one question. 

Mr. STANLY. I will answer no questions 
from that quarter. 

Mr. KING. I will ask the gentleman if he 
voted for the resolution to receive Kossuth ? 

Mr. STANLY. These are real exiles, and no 
humbug. 

Mr. RICHARDSON, 
an amendment? 

The SPEAKER. It is not in order. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I givenotice, then 

[Cries of ** Order!”’ ** Order !’’] 

‘The question being put upon the motion to sus- 
pend the rules, there were—yeas 46, nays 125; as 
follows: 


Y EAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, William Appleton, Barrere 
Bell, John H. Boyd, Brenton, George H. Brown, Burrows, 
E. Carrington Cabell, Thompson Campbell, Chandler, 
Cleveland, Clingman, Conger, Curtis, Disney, Doty, Dun- 
can, Freeman, Goodenow, Harper, Hart, Hebard, Howard, 
Kuhns, Mann, Humphrey Marshall, Martin, Miner, Henry 
D. Moore, John Moore, Polk, Robbins, Robinson, Sackett, 
Stanly, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Thad 
deus Stevens, Stuart, Taylor, Thurston, Tuck, Walbridge, 
Walsh, and Williams—46. : 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Charles Allen, Willis*Allen, 
Allison, John Appleton, Ashe, Averett, Thomas H. Bayly, 
Bartlett, Bibighaus, Bocock, Briggs, Albert G. Brown, 
Joseph Cable, Caldwell, Lewis D. Campbell, Cartter, Cas 
kie, Chapman, Churchwell, Clark, Cobb, George T. Davis, 
John G. Davis, Dawson, Dean, Dimmick, Dunham, Dur 
kee, Eastman, Edgerton, Edmundson, Ewing, Faulkner, 
Ficklin, Fitch, Florence, Fowler, Thomas J. D. Fuller, 
Gamble, Gaylord, Gentry, Giddings, Gilmore, Gorman, 
Grow, Hall, Hamilton, Hammond, Isham G. Harris, Has 
eall, Haven, Hendrieks, Henn, Hibbard, Hillyer, Houston, 
John W. Howe, Hunter, Ingersoll, Ives, Jackson, Jenkins, 
Andrew Johnson, James Johnson, John Johnson, Robert 
W. Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, J. Glancy 





Is it in order to move 








| Jones, Preston King, Kurtz, Letcher, Lockhart, Mace, 


| Edward C. 


| Nabers, Newton, 


Marshall, Mason, McLanahan, 
McNair, Meade, Millson, Morrison, 
Olds, Orr, Outlaw, 


MecMullin, 
Murphy, Marray, 
Andrew Parker, 


| Peaslee, Penn, Perkins, Phelps, Powell, Price, Rantoul, 
i , 


Richardson, Robie, Ross, Savage, Schoolcraft, Scudder, 
Seurry, Origen 8. Seymour, Skelton, Smith, Suow, 
Benjamin Stanton, Abraham P. Stevens, Alexander H. Ste 


| phens, St.Martin, Stratton, Sweetser, George W. Thomp- 


son, Townshend, Wallace, Ward, Washburn, Watkins, 


| Welch, Addison White, Alexander White, and Wilcox— 
| 125, 


may be procured in a week or ten days. Some || 


ess than a week if we had the money. 


The question being put, the motion was agreed 
0, 


So the rule requiring this bill to be first consid- | 


ered in Committee of the Whole was suspended. 

he question then recurring upon the amend- 
ment of the Senate, it was put, and the amendment 
Was concurred in. 


So the motion to suspend the rules was disa- 
greed to. 


[At the request of Mr. Sranty, the reporters 
insert the following artiele from a New York paper, 
as the information to which he referred. The rules 
not having been ——— he had no opportu- 
nity to bring the evidence before the House: 

“Tare Hunearian Exttes.—We are assured on all 
hands, that there is exceedingly great suffering among the 
exiles from Hungary, now in this city; and they present a 
claim for the sympathy of our fellow-citizens, which should 
not go unheeded. 


| high rank, who after struggling for months to prevent star- 


vation and avoid beggary, boasts that he now earnsin a 


| hat faetory, twenty-seven cents a week more than his 





Every man of them is willing to labor if 
|| the opportunity offers; and we know a Magyar noble of 


“ 
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Yet he is one of the most fortunate among his 
countrymen— many of whom are suffering incredibly. 

“It has been suggested, and we think wisely, vow that 
itis Apparent to everybody that nothing can be done tor 
Hungary, with the funds recently raised here, that the com 
mittee get together and call upon the donors, through the 
press, for permission to use this fund for the benefit of the 
suffering Hungarians in our midst! This is feasible, prac 
ticable, and wise ; and this should be done. “Not one dollar 
of the sum raised can be used in Europe ; and this is filly 
demonstrated by the recent usurpation in France. We 
hope, therefore, that the committee who has charge of this 
fund, will ask permission of those who contributed it, te 
use it fer the relief of the really suffering Hungarians in the 
United States, instead ef squandering it upon so visionary 
a project as the creation of a revolution in Hungary F.very 
member of the committee well Knows, that it cannot be used 
forthe benefit of Hungary, except in aid of her suffering 
children in America; and we entreat of them to 
strive and appropriate it, with the sanction ofthe donors, to 
this praiseworthy object, instead of leaving it to be squan 
dered hereatter, in some reckless and futile attempt to dis 
turb the peace of Europy. Even Kossurn, now that ke 
sees what has occurred in France, with the sanction of the 
French people, should cotmsel this proceeding 

But one thing is certain,—there is suffering in our very 
midst by the Hungary; and it is the duty of 
those wh ) possess the means, to extend to them the aid they 
so imperatively require, to prevent death by starvation and 
the inclemency of the season. } 

I ask 


Mr. WALLACE. 
sent-of the House to offe 

Mr. FICKLIN. 
of business, 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois 
{Mr. Fickuin] objects to the introduction of the 
resolution. 

Mr. WALLACE. 
of the rules. 

The resolution was then read for information, 
as follows: 


board ! 


therefore 


exiles from 


the unanimous tcon- 
ra resolution. 
[ insist upon the regular order 


Then I mofta suspension 


Resolved, That the papers in the invalid pension claim 
of Hamilton Carroll, of South Carolina, be withdrawn 
from the files, and reterred to the Committee’ on Pensions. 


Mr. FICKLIN. 
the resolutio 

The question was then taken, and the resolution 
was arreed to. 

Mr. STANTON, of Ohio. 
lar order of the day. 


1 withdraw my objection to 


I call for the reru- 


BOUNTY LANDS. 

The SPEAKER announced, as the regular or- 
der of business, the resolution submitted by Mr. 
A1keN, when the States were last called for reso- 
lutions, which had been amended so as to read as 
follows, viz: 

** Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in 
structed to inquire into the justice and propriety of allowing 
bounty land to the Washington Light Infantry, Washing 
ton Volunteers, German Fusiliers, and Hamburg Volunteers, 
of South Carolina, who were engaged in the Florida war, 
and were discharged before the expiration of one month 
from the commencement of their term of service ; and that 
the 


accompanying papers be, and are hereby, referred 
to the said committee; also, all those persons who were 
| engaged in the removal of the Cherokee Indians west of 


the Mississippi river, from 1835 to [838; and also, the Vex 
mont Volunteers who were engaged in the battle of Platts 
burg.”’ 

The pending question when the House passed 
from its consideration being upon agreeing to the 
following amendment, submitted by the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, [Mr. Fow er,} viz: 


‘And also the soldiers of the 
served less than six months, 


revolutionary war whe 
and more than one month.’ 

The question was then taken upon the amend- 
ment pending, and it was agreed to. 

The question then recurring upon the adoption 
of the resolution as amended, it was taken and 
agreed to. 

So the resolution as amended was adopted. 

| REPORT ON THE COAST SURVEY. 
| Mr. GORMAN. I offer the following report 
from the Committee on Printing: 

The Committee on Printing, to whom was re- 
ferred the subject of the Coast Survey, have di- 
rected me to report the following resolution: 

Resolved, That there be printed for th® use of the House 
of Representatives five thousand copies of the Coast Sur- 
vey report, and one thousand for the use of the Superin- 
tendent of the said survey. 

Mr. EVANS. I move to amend that resolution, 
not by increasing the number of copies, but by 
dividing them equally, so as to make three thou- 
sand for the use of the House of Representatives, 
and three thousand for the Superintendent of the 
Coast Survey. If I were to make my‘motion, the 
House of Representatives should have one thou- 
sand, and the Coast Survey the other five thousand. 
I apprehend it will be a much better disposition 
| than that proposed by the honorable chairman of 
i this committee. A very injudicious use is com- 
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monly made, by the members of this House, of |) 
documents of this kind. In the first place, many | 
are distributed where there is little demand for-|| 
them, and a great’many go into the interior of the | 
country, where they excite but very little interest, 
and certainly where they are of very little use. | 
Now, the officers of the Coast Survey, upon the | 
contrary, know precisely where they can be used 
for the best interests of the country. Having no 
possible object or motive to distribute them in an | 
improper quarter, it is just and right that the larger 
quantity should go to that office. I think, how- 
ever, that the committee should have reported in | 
favor of a larger ‘quantity of this document. It 
contains a larger quantity of valuable matter than 
it has contained in former years; and that matter 
of a different character and description. At the | 
last session of Congress the special Committee on 
Printing reported in favor of printing six thousand 
extra copies of this document; three thousand, | 
perhaps four thousand, of which were to go to the | 
Coast Survey. That report was so amended by 
this House as to increase the quantity to ten thou- 
sand. The Coast Survey report of this session 
contains a great variety of valuable matter, not 
contained in the report of last year. ‘There are a | 
large number of geographical positions contained | 
in this report. Of these, | think, there are about || 
three thousand positions, and a large number of 
poste upon the coast of the United States; the 
atitude and longitude of which are important to 
be known to @avigators. It is equally important 
that these positions should be communicated to | 
merchants and sea-faring men, and all who are en- | 
gaged in the commercial transactions of this or 
any foreign country. On this account, therefore, | 
I had hoped that the Committee on Printing would 
increase the number of copies to more than six 
thousand. I protest against the distribution made || 
by this House of five thousand to the House, and | 
one thousand to the Coast Survey. I ask the | 
House to content itself with three thousand copies, | 
and let the other three thousand go to the Coast 
Survey. ‘There will be no impropriety in this | 
course. -If we get three thousand, it will bea suffi- | 
cient number for distribution to all of our constit- | 
uents who are interested in the report. The | 
Superintendent of the Coast Survey, and all of the | 
officers engaged in the survey, will make a much || 
better distribution of the three thousand copies | 
that will be allowed them, than we can possibly | 
make. I move an amendment, then, that three | 
thousand be printed for the use of the House of 
Representatives, and three thousand for the Coast 
Survey. 

Mr. FULLER, of Maine. 


Is “it in order to | 
move an amendment to the amendment? 


The SPEAKER. 

Mr. FULLER. 
ten thousand. 

Mr. EVANS. I accept the amendment. 

Mr. FULLER. The expense of this Coast | 
Survey to the Government was over $300,000. | 
This report, as I understand it, is the legitimate | 
fruit of that expenditure. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I rise toa question of order. 
This. debate is out of order, and I call the attention | 
of the Speaker to the 26th rule of the House, and | 
also to the 2Ist jointrule. The 26th rule provides 
that the whole of this day shall be appropriated 
to the reception of resolutions. The 2st rule pro- || 
vides ** that it shall be in order for the Committee 
on Printing to reportat any time.’’ Now, I regard || 
it as a violation of the rules entirely to occupy 
this day in discussing reports of that committee. 
The report will lie over, and certainly it is not in | 
order to occupy the day appointed to resolutions 
in the discussion of reports. 

The SPEAKER, The Chair does not recol- | 
lect what the pragtice of the House has been upon || 
this subject. ‘Ble joint rule of the two Houses | 
provides “that the Committee on Printing may | 
report at any time.’’ It makes no provision in 
regard to the discussion or disposition of the | 
report which they may make. The rules of this || 
House sporopsiats this day to the calling of States 
for resolutions. The Chair was under the im- || 
pression that the joint rule would be controlling, || 
and that the authority to report carried with ft the | 
authority to dispose. The Chair thinks that is 
the proper construction of the rule, and that it is | 
in order to dispose of the report thus made. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. For the purpose of testing 
the sense of the House, | take an appeal. 


It is. 
I move to make the number 





SS CONGREMORS 


| work down to July, 1851. 


| useful information of a practical kind. 


| this extra number. 


The quéstion was then taken, and the decision | 
of the Chair was sustained. i 
Mr. FULLER said: I deem this document of || 
vast importance to the whole country, indeed, of || 
more real value than perhaps two thirds of the 
documents annually ordered to be printed by | 
Congress. Three hundred and twenty thousand | 
dollars was appropriated the past year to defray 
the expense of the Coast Survey. ‘This work now 
frroposed to be printed, is the legitimate fruit of 
that expenditure; and not to oceupy too much of | 
the time of the House, the following points will | 
show the importance of publishing a larger num- 
ber of copies of the annual report of the Superin- 
tendent of the Coast Survey than has heretofore 
been done: | 

1. It will givetwo thirds the work of the season, 
and most of the work of former seasons. 

2. Sixty-five sketches will accompany it, forty 
of which will be charts for the navigator, eighteen 
sketches will relate to the western coast, and thir- | 
teen sketches will show sites for light-houses, &c. | 

3. It will give a list of 3,240 geographical posi- 
tions, the first ever published, and bringing the 1] 
This list will not be 
published again for several years. Hence the ne- 
cessity of a large supply fer the Coast Survey of- | 
fice. 


4. It will present the methods of copying plates 


|| by the galvanic battery, pursued in the Coast Sur- | 
| vey office, showing the numerous improvements || 


that have been introduced. Plates can by this 


| process be made in eight to ten days, which take 


years to engrave. 

5. There will be alarge amount of geographical 
information imbodied in this repgrt. 

Another, and additional reas which gives in- 
creased importance to this report is, that by act of 
Congress approved March 3d, 1851, it is made 
the duty of the officers in charge of the coast sur- 
vey, to examine and report upon light-houses, 
beacons, buoys, piers, &c.,&c.-—-information which 
has been greatly desired—and this report céntains 
valuable information upon that branch of the ser- 
vice. If no more than five thousand copies® be 
printed, the share which would be assignable to 
me, will not supply the academies and public libra- | 


| ries in my district with a copy. 


Jt interests alike the Atlantic coast, the Pacific | 
coast, and the great lakes of the North and the | 
Northwest. 

Every man can refet to the coast survey with 


|| just pride, as a standard and scientific work, alike 


creditable to our own Government and the age in 
which we live. 

As it isa work in which the navigating and | 
commercial interests of my district and State have 
a deep interest, 1 hope the amendment will pre- 
vail. 

Mfr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I think there 
is nothing of a domestic character ine which this 
Government is engaged, or which this Govern- 


ment ever does, that is more important to some || 


of the greatest interests of the country, than 
this very work known as the Coast Survey. | 
The present report, combining the results, and | 
the very important results of the operations of 
many years, is perhaps more important than any 
report ever before published, and contains more 
Under 
these circumstances, it struck me with some little | 
astonishment that the Committee on Printing | 
should not be willing to give the usual number of | 


| extra copies. 


It has been stated that the engravings or 


number. 


Coast Survey itself, and that there will be no ex- 
pense for engraving consequent on the printing’ of 
They have done it by the 
galvanic process, as is known to every gentleman | 


| here who has taken the trouble to inquire into the | 
| matter. 


That expense, therefore, will not be at- | 
tached to this printing. The expense of these addi- 


| tional copies will merely be for the paper and | 


press-work—a very inconsiderable amount. When 
we consider the mass of printing, of a very differ- | 
ent character to this, that is performed at the public 


| expense, I do not see any good reason for redu- 
| cing the number of extra copies usually ordered. 


I am informed by the Superintendent of the 
Coast Survey, that these reports have been so 
much in demand, that parties endeavoring to 


L GLOBE. 


| of the gréat demand for it by a certain cla 


| use for this work. 
| those gentlemen if they would give their copies of 
| it to me. 
|| during the last Congress, so desirable, so much 
| coveted, or so frequently sought after as this, and 


| will be to increase the number. 
| great pleasure for the highest number proposed, 
|| because it will diffuse throughout the whole country 
| an amount of information which can be obtained 


| it i 


| Corps of the Army. 


| valuable information. 
tending from the mouth of the Rio Grande to 


tained by 
| information will be diffused throughout the whole 
sketches contained in this report are sixty-five in '| country. 
Now, it ought to be known to the || 


| House that all the engraving has been done by the 


of the House heretofore. 


Jan. 
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make up-a complete set, have offered very consid 

erable sums for a single report, and in some > 

stances been unable to obtain it. This fact is ¢,,6 

ficiently indicative of the value of the work = 
, 


88 Of the 


people of the United States. 


I hope that the amendment just offered by the 


| gentleman from Maine [Mr. FULLER] will prevail 


and that the House will not, at this time—q jm, 

important occasion than has ever before occ _ 
in the progress of this work—reduce the 

number of copies. 

Mr. VENABLE. I simply rise t6 add my tes 
timony to that of the gentleman from Tennesges 
[Mr. Stawron,] who has just taken his seat, as ;, 
the great importance of this work, and of diffysin 
it widely through the country. I should be yp. 
grateful to the Coast Survey, and to the gentler 
conducting it, if 1 did not recognize and acknoy’. 
edge the vast importance it has been to the caus 
of North Carolina, not only as regards the safory 
of our navigation, but also with reference to ¢};, 


Urred 
Usual 


he 


| reduction of the insurance on the cargoes of yes. 


sels, and on the vessels themselves, and the coy. 
venience of all who are engaged in the commer, 
of our coast; all of which has been secured by th 
faithful, able, and diligent work of the Coas, 


|| Survey. 


I know of no document which will be published 
during the whole session, which has a higher clain 
to be generally diffused and circulated throughoy 
the United States, than this. " 

I hear gentlemen say that they represent inland 
constituencies; that the ocean touches no part of 
their districts; and that they have, therefore, no 
I should be much indebted to 


I found no document which I received 


4 


I trust that if we amend the resolution at all, it 
I shall vote with 


nowhere else, and which is of great value. 

The reason why this work is so valuable is, that 
used upon certainty. The coast surveys * 
heretofore have been mere nautical surveys and 
nautical charts, but here we have geodetic surveys. 


(The topographical surveys are made with refer- 
| ence to the actual shape of the earth; the hydro- 
eee surveys presume the earth to be a plane, 


and being based upon that presumption, although 
the chart may be accurate with regard to a single 
port, it must mislead you when that chart is con- 
pared with the chart of another port. In the 
yresent surveys, the hydrographic are taken by the 
ate, and the topographical by the Engineer 
These surveys having refer- 
ence to the shape of the earth—to use a phrase of 
surveyors—the plats will meet, and if all the Sur- 
veys are laid together, you will find that they 


| represent precisely the spheroidal shape of the * 
| earth. 


This work has been prepared by gentlemen 
well qualified by scientific attainments to give us 
We have a sea-coast ex- 


Maine; a coast, too, upon our lakes; and it is of 


| the first importance to our navigation and cot- 


merce, that the whole of it should be fully under- 
stood, with that certainty which can only be at- 
surveys. I hope, therefore, that this 


Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman from Mary- 


| land, (Mr. Evanws]—as well as some of the other 


gentlemen who have addressed the House upot 
this subject—is, I think, mistaken as to the actioll 
I understand the gen- 
tleman from Maryland to’ say that at one 
other of the sessions of the last Congress, there 
were some three or four thousand copies given 0 
the office of the Coast Survey. Now, at the first 
session of the last Congress the Committee 0! 


| Printing reported to the House, that four thou- 


sand five hundred extra copies should be printed, 
and that five hundred of them should be given 
the office of the Coast Survey; and the House 
agreed to that report. , 
Mr. EVANS. The gentleman misunderstoo 
me. I did not say that the Coast Survey had four 
thousand copies, but that the committee report 
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1852. 
in favor of four thousand copies, and that the 
House increased it to six thousand copies. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I understood the gentleman 
tosay that they increased the number to six thous 
sand to be divided equally between the House and 
the Coast Survey office. 

Mr. EVANS. Oh no, I did not say that. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I am not speaking of the 
ventleman’s proposition, but of his argument. 
*Mr. EVANS. The gentleman misunderstood 
me. 1 said that the House increased the number 
to six thousand. Iam in favor of ten thousand 


wr. HOUSTON. At the first session of the last 
Congress, the House did not increase the number 
reported by the committee, but adopted the report 
of the committee, ordering the printing of four 
thousand fiye hundred extra copies—five hundred || 
of which were given to the office of the Coast Sur- 
yey. At the second session of the 31st Congress, 
| ind by the Journal that the committee reported 
(hat six thousand extra copies of the report of 
the Superintendent of the Coast Survey be printed 
_five thousand for the use of the House and one 
thousand for the Coast Survey office. So that in- 
stead of the Committee on Printing having now de- 
parted from the usages of the House, they are in 
fact conforming to those usages more strictly than | 
we should be if we agreed to this amendment. ’ 

In deciding on these propositions to print, we 
are not only called upon to consider the divest and 
immediate expense of the particular item of print- 
ing; they involve considerations of a much higher 
character. 

Mr. FULLER, (interrupting.) Can the gen- 
tleman state what will be the expense of this extra 
printing ? 

Mr. HOUSTON. I do not know what the 
expense would be, and I am not going to argue 
upon that subject. I intended to present this view 
to the House: that on a proposition of this sort, 
we have only to refer to the legislation of Con- 
gress heretofore to see how all these things grow 
and increase. ‘The expense at this or the preced- 
ing Congress may be too small and trifling to 
occupy Our time for consideration or investiga- 
tion, yet these things grow and enlarge until after 
a while they become so Jarge as to be gerious 
items—as in the case of the orders to prMt the 
Patent Office reports. As a proof of this, gen- 
tlemen have only to look at the contingent fund of 
this House for printing, which has increased within 
thelast few years from fifty thousand erseventy-five 
thousand dollars, to nearly three hundred thousand 








dollars. Why is this? How has it been brought 
about? It is because these various small items 


are presented to us, which we readily adopt, and 
then they go on enlarging session after session, 
until finally they become serious items of expend- 
iture. 

There: is another consideration involved in this 
Ee age Gentlemen tell us that these mem- 
bers who represent interior districts and whose 
constituencies are not, therefore, so deeply inter- 
ested in these documents, can hand them over to 
those who represent constituencies on the sea- 





| to send them. 
| to me for them. 


| amendment. 
| 1 am about to d®, and I desire the House to know 
| what it is they are about to do. 


| ant as these charts. 





board. It is very true thatthey could do so. But 
is that the object of our legislation? Are we to 
make appropriations for the printing of large num- 
bers of documents which do not—according to the 
confession and admission of the gentlemen them- 
selves—interest all parts of the country? If it is 
true that all parts of the country are not interested 
in this document, then the number reported by 
the committee is large enough. 

lam informed that the Senate have ordered ten 
thousand extra copies of this report of the Coast 
Survey to be printed, and, if I am not mistaken, 
five thousand copies go to the Coast Survey 
fice; and yet it is proposed here to give séveral 
thousand copies more to that office. How many 
copies of the report ofthe Secretary of the Treas- 
ury do you give to that officer to distribute? How 
many copies of their reports dg you give to the 
officers of the other bureaus and departments of 
theGovernment for distribution ? None at all. 
‘otacopy. But this is to be an exception to the 
generalrule; and, singularly enough, that exception 
sattempted to be applied to a document which is 
admitted by the friends of the proposition to print 
a large number, to be uninteresting to a large por- 
hon of the people of this country. 

My object in rising was more particularly to 
ting before the House the facts to which I have 








I do not intend to investigate or discuss here the 
merits or demerits ef this Coast Survey. 1 am 


| willing to acknowledge its merits; but while I do 


that, I do not feel called upon to go further than the 


referred as having o¢curred in the last Congress, | 
| and you will find the same in previous Congresses. 
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committee have gone in the printing of extra copies | 


of the report. 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. 


printed—and I am not now going to discuss the 


| propriety of the number—ought to be left with the 
| Coast Survey for distribution to those persons who 


may want them. The gentleman from North 
Carolina [Mr. Venasie] says that tis document 
is very much sought after in his district. He rep- 


| resents an interior district, I believe, and so do I, 


and I can say that the document is never sought 


| after from me, in my district, although I do not 
doubt that it is much desired in some of the dis- 


tricts of the country—those along the coast. It is 
but a waste of money to give me a number of 
these documents to distribute. I know not to whom 
Persons wanting them do not write 


Coast Survey office, they can distribute them in 
the best manner. 


I think that all | 
| the copies of this report that are ordered to be 


Now, if they are all left in the | 


I, therefore, heartily concur in | 


the suggestion of the gentleman from Maryland, | 


that at least half of whatever number we order 
should go to the Coast Survey, and if it was in 


| order I should move that the whole of them should 
| go to that office. 


Mr. HAMMOND. j 
oppose either the resolution offered by the chair- 
man of the Committee on Public Printing, 


Bui I do desire to know what it is 


Now, | wish to 
know from the gentlemen who compose the Com- 


| mittee on Public Printing, whether they intend 
| that all the plates and charts that accompany this 


report of the Superintendent of the Coast Survey 


shall be printed? This is a question which will | 


It is not my purpose to | 


or the | 


come up appropriately on the report of the Com- | 


mittee on Engraving. It may seem extraordinary 
that there should be any doubt whether the charts 
which accompany this report are to be printed 


sioner of the Land Office showing the public lands 
that have been surveyed, and the character of 


| with it, but it will not seem so extraordinary when | 
| gentlemen are reminded that they refused, the 
| other day, to publish the maps from the Commis- | 


those lands—whether swamp or mineral, or of what | 


character—maps which are certainly as import- 


teresting to our constituents upon the sea-board 
than were these maps which the House refused to 


| publish the other day to our Western settlers and 
| to all who are migrating to the West. 


3ut it has been said by the gentleman from 


| Tennessee, [Mr. Svanron,] that this engraving 


has already been done, and that no additional 
expense will be incurred except that which per- 
tains to the press-work and paper. It is very 
true that these charts have been engraved upon 


copper, but to publish the large number of ex- | 


tra copies which will be ordered, in time to be 
of any use to the House during the present ses- 
sion, the impressions will have to be transferred 
from the copper to stone, and the expense of that 
transfer will be added to the expense of the print- 
ing and paper, which by itself will be a material 
item in so large a number of copies as five or ten 
thousand. Yet 1 suppose it would be as extraor- 
dinary to imagine that any person could under- 
stand this report without the charts as it would be 
to expect that a child could learn geography with- 
out an atlas. 
if they pass this resolution intending the charts to 
be published, if six or seven thousand extra cop- 
ies should cost at least upwards of $2,000. 

Mr. MEADE. It seems to me that to carry 
out the policy that governed us in ordering this 
printing, some steps should be taken to secure its 
fruits. I agree with the gentleman from Georgia, 


[Mr.. Sternens,] that the distribution of these | 


works among the members of Congress is of very 


little use, and does not answer the og re for | 


which they should be published, and that is to 
improve the commerce and facilitate the trade of 
the country. 


selves any benefit that may be derived from the 


work of these officers, we should distribute their | 


The House need not be surprised, | 


These charts are no more in- | 





If we intend to appropriate to our- | 
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vessel of so many tons burden, for instance, be 
furnished with a copy, to belong to the vessel as 
an appendage to it. In that way we may realize 
the fruits of this labor, but not by distributing 
four or five thousand copies among the members 
of Congress, most of whom live in interior dis- 
tricts, where the work cannot be appreciated and 
will be of no service, | thoroughly agree with 
the gentleman from Georgia, that it will be a 
work of supererogation; and so far as Il am con- 
cerned, though I represent a district that has some 
commection with the sea-coast, I should be per- 
fectly satisfied to have only half a dozen copies or 
so to supply some few individuals, while the resi- 
due of the copies should be deposited in the Coast 
Survey office for distribution. 

But the only,question with me is whether it is 
competent for Congress to expend money for this 
purpose; and while the gentleman from Georgia 
Was addressing the House upon this subject, it 
occurred to me that if we did not think proper to 
order this work to be distributed among the navi 
gvators of the United States, we might, at least 
place it in sucha condition as to enable them to ob 
tain it by adopting the policy which is usually 
pursued by the State governments in reference to 
the publication of the decisions of their courts of 
appeal. In my own State, so many copies of 
those decisions are ordered to be printed at the 
public expense, and then a sufficient number is 
also printed to supply the practising attorneys 
throughout the Commonwealth, and others who 
may want them, at the cost of the work. 

Il am not particular in relation to the manner in 
which this thing shall be done, or whether it shall 
be done entirely, or only in part at the expense of 
the Government; but as the publication is to be 
made, as the printing is to be done, as the copies 
are to be furnished, and as they must ultimately 
be paid forgut of the Treasury of the United 
States, let us"adopt that mode by which the coun 
try can reap the most benefit—that is by causing 
the distribution of the work among those who are 
engaged in navigation. Let the work be distrib- 
uted along the coast where it may be useful. It 


— — 


, 


, can be of no service to gentlemen residing in the 


interior of the country, except to some few literary 
men who would make this study a matter of 
amusement. Generally speaking, it would be of 
very little service to any other class of our citi- 
zens but commercial men and navigators. 

Now, inasmuch as to secure the object at which 
I have hinted, it weuld be necessary to draft this 
resolution more particularly with reference to that 
object, | should prefer that the subject should be 
passed over f®r_to-day,soas to afford members an 
opportunity of preparing amendments, which 
would secure the object which we all have in view 
—to make such a distribution of this work as wil! 
enable those most interested ‘in it to derive most 
profit from it. I suggest to the friends of the nteas- 
ure, the propriety of passing it over for the present. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I should re- 
gret exceedingly to see this resolution disposed- 
of in the manner proposed by the gentleman from 
Virginia, [Mr. Meape,] orin any other way which 
would produce the slightest delay. The eminent 
gentlemen who are at the heatl of the Coast Sur- 
vey, are very anxious that the resolution should 
be adopted. They have appealed to me to urge 


| its passage, that the work may be in a state of 
| progress as soon as possible; and surely if we in- 


tend to give to the country the benefit of so im- 


|| portant a report, we should do it immediately. 


As amember of the Printing Committee, I have 


| had an opportunity of learning the wishes of the 
gentlemen having charge of the Coast Survey, in 


| the report. 


regard to the printing of these extra numbers of 
They ask for ten thousand copies. 
In view of the interesting and valuable character 
of the’work, 1 do not think this number too many. 


| lt differs materially from the report of last year, 
| because it contains highly important and valuable 


reports among the owners of vessels. Let every || 


information not contained iw other reports, It 
brings the work down to July, 1851, and imbodies 
a variety of geographical and other valuable facts 
connected with the work, and interesting and im- 
yortant to the country, never before published. 
By the aid of the gentlemen having charge of the 
Survey, [ am enabled to afford some idea of what 
the report will contain: 

‘Tt will give two thirds of the work as it has pro- 


ressed the present season, and nearly all of former seasons. 
“ It will contain sixty-five sketches, forty of which will 
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be charts, valuable for purposes of navigation; eighteen || co 


will relate to the western coast, and thirteen will show suit- 
able positions for light-houses, &c. 

‘< It will give a list of three thousand two hundred and 
forpy geographical positions, the first ever published. This 
list wil! not again be published for many years. 

“< I¢ will imbody a large amount of geographical informa 
tion. 

‘In addition to the foregoing, it will present the mode 
adopted by the Coast Survey of copying plates by the gal- 
vanic battery, atid exhibit the numerous improvements 
which have been introduced into this process. In eight or 
ten days, plates may be made by this mode which would 
take years to engrave.”’ 

These constitute many of the important features 
of the report, and when properly appreciated, as 
I trust they are by the House, will be sufficient to 
justify the publication of the number of copies 
asked for. 

The gentleman from Maryland, [Mr. Ham- 
MOND,] 1s disturbed by apprehensions that some 
enormous expense for plates is to be incurred, over 
and above the press-work and paper. I can relieve 
him from all fears in relation to that part of the sub- 
ject. If I understand correctly, the distinguished 
scientific gentlemen at the head of the Survey, have 
devised a plan by which plates may be made, 
through the instrumentality of the galvanic bat- 
tery,*much more easily than was ever known be- 
fore. In eight or ten days may be accomplished 
by this process, what hitherto has been the work 

4 ry i ’ ry 
of years. ‘These plates are all made. They are 
to be transferred to stone by the gentlemen of the 
Coast Survey, and nothing then will remain to be 
done but to take the impressions. ‘The prepara- 
tion of the plates is therefore a work already accom- 
plished by the Government officers, and need not 
cost an additional cent to what has already been 
expended. Impressions can be taken from the 
stone at the inconsiderable cost of less than one 
and a half cents per sheet, indeed at the rate of 
fifty far sixty-fivecents. So my honorable friend 
from Maryland will perceive that@all his appre- 


hensions in regard to the enormous expense re- 


ferred to, are without foundation. 

But why is the larger number of ten thousand 
copies of this report objected to with so much ve- 
hemence? Are they more than the country re- 
quires or can find use for? Weare told that the 


operations of the Coast Survey for the last year | 


cost the Government about $300,000. Is this a 
useless expenditure? No gentleman will hazard 
his reputation for intelligence, by declaring it to 
be so. If it isimportant to expend so large a sum 
of money to obtain hydrographical and topograph- 
ical information of ihe condition of our immense 
line of coast, then surely it is important that that 
information should be givén to t public. Do 
gentlemen desire that the labors of the Coast Sur- 
vey shall be known only to those who make them? 
The whole world is interested in the results of this 
immense scientific undertaking. It is one, hith- 
erto unequaled by any similar enterprise in the 
history of nations; and, having achieved so much 
at such immense expense, I am not willing that 
its benefits should be lost to the world on account 
of the expense to be incurred by publishing them. 

The honorable gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. 
Hovsron,] who is at the head of the Finance Com- 
mittee of. the House, opposes the amendment in- 
creasing the number of copies to be printed, for a 
reason which I deem of but very little force indeed. 
He takes the position, that the expense of printing 
this report ought not to be incurred, because the 
aggregate of expense for printing each year has 
been gradually growing larger. Does not thegen- 
tleman know, that with the increase of territory 
has come an increase of population, and as our 
popalation has incrensed, so, also, has increased 
the intelligence of the country? Is it, then, won- 
derful that with the growth of population and in- 
telligence of the country, our printing expenses 
should grow upon us? Every day’s progress 
makes necessary additional expense in this partic- 
ular. The advancing character of the very work 
upon the Coast Survey creates the necessity for 
increased ‘expenditure in the publication of its re- 
port. 
the report this year will embrace four hundred 
pages, and will be a good sized book well bound. 
And why has the report grown to such a size? 
Why, sir, the work has been advancing with great 


The last report was but a small pamphlet; || 


rapidity and success, and the material for the re- | 


port has atcumulated in due proportion. Asa 
member of the Printing Committee, I opposed the 
number named in the report of the chairman, be- 
‘cause I considered it too small. I advocated in 


i} 
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mmittee, and am now in favor of printing the 
| number contemplated by the amendment of the 
'gentleman from Maryland, (Mr. Evans.] It is 
idle to say, that the Information to be derived from | 
| the refiort is only interesting to citizens upon the 
sea-coast. This is a great mistake. In the distri- 
| bution of those printed by the House last year, 
about thirty fell to my share. They were sent to 
my residence after the adjournment; and even 
there in the distant West I found-gentlemen—men 
of intelligence and science, eager to get possession 
of them. [had no difficulty in distributing them. 
Should the ten thousand copies be published, it 
will afford to each member not more than forty 
copies each; and there is no district in the Union 
where that number may not be usefully sent. Be- 
sides the demand which exists in our country 
with men of science and others interested in the 
progress of the Coast Survey, I understand many 
applications have been made to the Superintendent 
from scientific men in other countries, for copies 
of this work. It is not surprising that a work of 
so much importance should attract the attention and 
elicit the interest of distinguished men abroad; and 
we should be proud that it is so. But it isa matter 
of regret, that on account of our niggard policy in 
this matter of printing, the distinguished head of | 
the Coast Survey has heretofore been unable to 
supply the demands made upon him for copies of ® 
his report, from other countries. I trust now, sir, 
we shall place it in his power to furnish all that 
may be asked for. The Senate has considered the 
work 6f importance enough to justify the printing 
of ten thousand extra numbers, and I hope the 
House will order an equa! number. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. rise for the pur- 
pose of moving the previous Gcana. Before 
doing so, however, I desire simply to say, that 
there is a great defect in the distribution of alli 

| these public documents. I represent an agricul- 
tural district, and I do not care to havea single | 
copy of the Coast Survey to distribute in my dis- 
trict, and have no demand for them. It is*rue, if 
I were to take a large number of bound volumes | 
| of reports of any description into my district, and 
announce publicly that they were there, I should 
have a great number of gentlemen calling upon 
me for them. But the great demand in that dis- | 
trict is for the agricultural branch of the Patent 
Office report. While, therefore, | am ready and 
willing to vote for any reasonable number of copies 
of the Coast Survey, I should prefer that the 
whole number ordered should be given to the offi- 
cers connected with that bureau for distribution, 
believing that the distribution would be more judi- 
| cious by those offieers than it could possibly be | 
done by the members of this House. There are 
members here representing districts intimately | 
| connected with the subjects treated of in this report, 
| and who will need a good many copies for dis- | 
tribution; but of course they can get them by 
calling upon the officer to whom they shall be 
given. I would, therefore, prefer that this reso- 
lution should be put in such a shape as to leave 
the distribution of these reports entirely to the 
officers connected with the Coast Survey. 

Mr. FULLER, of Maine. Has the gentleman | 
.no academies and public libraries in his district? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. The gentleman inquires if 

| we have noschools and public libraries in my dis- 
trict? We have. i 
last Congress to exhibit the number of schools 
and academies in that district; but if I wish any 

| document of this kind to send to any academy, 

college, or puklc library, | have always found 
the officers of the Coast Survey ready and willing 

| to supply me with anything under their control. 
If, therefore, it is the wish of the House to print 

| this document, and distribute it among the mem- 

bers, I shall propose to some gentleman—for in- | 

stance, to a gentleman representing some portion 

of the city of New York whose constituents do 

not care about knowing the best method of raising 

wheat, or what kind of soil is best adapted to the | 


| Survey for copies of the agricultural part of the 
| Patent Office report, which will be of use to my 
| constituents. 

Mr. MILLSON. 
| [Mr. Campse tt] has indicated his intention to 
| move the previous questiongl! desire to say that I 


| proposing that all the copies ef this document 


|| ing, and it was not in order. 


| to the coast survey, for distribution. 


| Coast Survey for distribution. 


'me to ask hima 


And I took occasion during the || 


| the subject. 


culture of corn—I say, I shall propose to him to || 
| exchange my portion of the report on the Coast 


|| have ever read it. 


'| will appeal to the colleges of my district—to ® 
As the gentleman from Ohio 


am in favor of the suggestion of that gentleman | 


Pe Jan. 12. 
shall be given to the Coast Survey. . 
quire whether the gentleman from 
SrerHens] did not move that as an amendmen: 

Mr. STEPHENS. I did not. here was 


already an amendment to the amendment pend 
’ d- 


Mr. MILLSON. I did not so understand jt 
understood that the gentleman from Maryland 
[Mr. Evans] accepted the amendment of the ey 
tleman from Maine, [Mr. Futuer,? and theref,, 
it would have been in order to move an amend. 
ment to the amendment. I would suggest ty ¥,, 
gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. CampBext,]| that befor 
he calls the previous question, he should move 
an amendment to the amendment giving aj ,, 
copies which the resolution provides for printins 


Mr.CAMPBELL. That is my purpose, The 
if gentlemen desire any copies for distribytio 
among their constituents, by calling upon those 
officers and leaving the names of the persons they 
wish to send them to, they will be sent, [P,, 
myself, [do not want a solitary copy, unless jp. 
stitutions of learning in my district desire they: 
in which case I can obtain them as I have jing. 
cated. If it is in order, therefore, | now move ay 
amendment to the amendment so as to provide 
that all the copies of that document which thp 
resolution provides for printing shall go “to the 

j I make that mo. 
tion, and upon it I call the previous question, 

Mr. CARTTER. Will my colleague withdray 
the demand for the previous question for a mo- 
ment? 


Mr. CAMPBELL. Will the gentleman pr. 


I wish to in. 
Georgia Mr 


I 


| new it? 


Mr. CARTTER. 
man desires it. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Then I withdraw my eal}, 

Mr. CARTTER. Iam opposed to the amend- 
mend offered by my colleague, [Mr. Campseu,) 
for the simple reason that I believe that the gentle. 
men who represent this nation in its varions dis- 
tricts upon this floor are fully as capable of distri- 
buting this information as a clerk in the Coast 


I will renew it if the gentle. 


Survey office. Thatis my humble opinion upon 


the subject. 

M@®CAMPBELL.* Will my colleague allow 
uestion? ’ 

Mr. CARTTER. By all means. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Does not the gentleman 
believe that we should be able to get as many 
copies from the Coast Survey as we desire? _— 

Mr. CARTTER. I will answer that in my 
regular course of remark. ‘We have learned by 
the mover of this proposition that the number of 
forty copies are given to each Congressional dis- 
trict in the United States: and this enormous num- 
ber of books seems a subject of great burden to 
my colleague. He does not know how to dispose 


| of them all in the great ** Butler” district. We 
| are told, at the same time, that this document 


brings to light the*minute geography of our coast, 


hitherto unexplained in the geographical books of ‘ 
\ the country. This is another item. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. Will the gentleman allow 
me one word? I do not pretend that my consttt- 
uents of the Butler district are very desirous of 
entering into all the minutiz of the coast survey 
business; but I doubt whether the gentleman’ 
constituents, notwithstanding he may have seut 
his forty copies among them, have ever read & 


single copy. I doubt very much whether my col- 


league himself ever read one entire, and I put that 


pee to him, whether he ever did read one’ 
confess I never have, for I feel no interest upon 


Mr. CARTTER. 


I hold that no gentleman 
| upon this floor who is as incapable of appreciating 

the importance of this geographical survey as My 
_ colleague, by his remarks, has proved himself to 
| be, is entirely at liberty fo ask the question 4 
to whether anybody else has ever read this work. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, (interrupting.) © But wl! 

my colleague answer the question? . 
Mr. CARTTER, (continuing.) He is at lib- 

erty toask whether the constituents of anybody 


But I think if the gentleman 


public acknowledgment rendered to my humble 
self, in courtesy for having transmitted this very 
geographical information to them during the las! 


| Congress, he will find an answer to his question. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. Will not the geatleman— 
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